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North Carolina Trout Farms, By County, 2000
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Piedmont
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North Carolina
produces 7% of the
trout grown in the
U.S. Two-thirds of the
U.S. harvest goes to
processors, 5% is
sold directed to
restaurants
and retailers, and the
remaining is sold
through recreational
fee-fishing ponds.

U.S. Aquaculture & Trout Production
~~~
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NC has 89
commercial trout
farms, and 31 of
these also have
recreational fee-
fishing ponds. The
median size farm
produces about
50,000 ponds
annually.
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Facility design, water
flow, oxygen content
and pH are factors
which determine the
production capacity
for a potential farm
site.
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Fingerlings & Inventory
Management
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Nearly all NC Trout
farms consist of a
parallel series of
concrete tanks called
raceways. Stream
water is temporarily
diverted into these
raceways.

Trout farmers stock
3” fingerlings into
tanks several times
a year. Market size
fish weighing
approximately
one pound are
grown in about
one year.
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Aquaculture in North Carolina ~ Rainbow Trout
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Trout are collected
from raceway tanks,
graded, and restocked
at a lower density
several times a year.
This makes the best
use of tank space,
helps determine
inventory, and improves
feeding efficiency.

Where oxygen is the
limiting factor
to greater production,
the use of an
oxygenation system
can dramatically
increase farm
production.
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Rainbow Trout Production Cycle
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Aquaculture in North Carolina ~ Rainbow Trout

Much of the labor on
the farm is used to
stock, grade, transfer
and harvest fish, all
of which occur year-
round.
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Trout Budgets
estimate costs and
return to a facility
consisting of 20
tanks, producing
60,480 pounds of fish
annually.
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Trout Budgets
assume the farmer
invests one half of
the initial total
investment of
$79,110. The farmer
contributes owned
land, owned
equipment and
$15,000 in cash.
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Feed and fingerlings
make up greater
than 70% of the total
cost of raising trout.
Assuming a sales
price of $1.10 per
pound, and total cost
of production of
$0.76, the farm nets
$21,452 per year on
60,480 pounds
harvested.
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Land is owned and some
equipment shared

INVESTMENT COSTS
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 Land is owned and some
equipment shared

TROUT BUDGETS
OPERATING COSTS,
YEAR 1, MARCH-DECEMBER
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Land is owned and some
equipment shared

TROUT BUDGETS
OPERATING COSTS, YEAR 2,
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