Birdbath Observations
General Objective: Students will design and construct a birdbath and observe what birds use it.
Specific Objectives: Discover:

· Constructing a birdbath,
· Observing bird bathing habits,

· Recording data, and

· Animal classification.
Time: Two hours spread over several days.
Resources needed: 4-H 903, pp 20-21. Bird watcher’s guide, Observation Table, and Birdbath Observation Worksheet. Collect supplies for the birdbath construction based upon the attached designs.
Activity: Learn about birdbaths and observe what birds come to the bath and their behavior.
Discussion – 5 minutes:

· Ask students who has a birdbath at home. 
· After their response ask who has family members who watch birds.
· Explain that they are going to build a birdbath or birdbaths if you have a large class.

· Break into groups if needed and pass out the birdbath design sheet.

Construction – 10-15 minutes:

· It is best to design different styles of baths if you are constructing more than one birdbath. Students will then be able to make observations about the different birds that go to each bath.

· Construct the baths based upon the attached construction design.

· Walk around the room assisting the students as needed.

· Place baths outside in different locations where they can be observed.

Observation – 15 minutes a day for a week:
· Have the students replenish their bath daily.

· Wait to start observations until birds are using your bath(s).

· Tips
· Keep the bath clean.

· Be sure your birdbath does not have too much water.  Birds prefer a gently sloped side so they can wade into the water.

· Try to select locations away from predators.

· Some birds prefer hidden birdbaths so they feel protected.

· When birds are frequenting your baths have each student record what birds are visiting in their Observation Table.

· You may need a few copies of a bird watcher’s guide to identify the birds.

· Observe for 15 minutes. Be sure to do your observations at the same time of the day each day.
· Help the students complete their table and identify behaviors the birds might be displaying.

· After observing for a week complete the attached worksheet.

· Discuss with students their observations and worksheet responses.

Reference (4-H manual): 4-H Wildlife Manual, Level A (4-H 903)

Academic Standards:
	Page
	Activity
	Grade
	English
	Science

	20-21
	Birdbath Observations
	3rd
	1.1, 1.2, 1.5, 1.6, 1.7, 1.8, 4.6, 4.7, 4.8, 5.4, 6.1, 6.2, 6.8
	1.2, 1.3, 1.4, 1.5, 2.3

	
	
	4th
	1.2, 1.3, 1.4, 1.6, 4.10, 4.11, 4.12, 5.5, 6.1, 6.2, 6.8
	1.1, 2.5


Birdbath Designs

Design #1 – Lid Birdbath
Materials: Garbage Can Lid – Plastic or Metal, Concrete Bricks
Instructions: 

· Birds may find the plastic lid too slick and may not frequent a plastic lid bath.
· Place bricks outside to elevate bath.

· Place lid upside down on bricks and fill with water

· Tip: Add moving water by hanging a bucket with a small pin hole above the bath. Birds enjoy are attracted to moving water.  If you cover the bucket it will limit evaporation and debris contamination.

Design #2 – Manufactured Birdbath
Materials: Purchase from a store

Instructions: 
· If necessary purchase a manufactured birdbath.

· Add your own personal design to the bath to provide moving water or other features such as rocks.

Design #3 – Your Own Design

Materials: ______________________________________________________________
Observation Table
Type of birdbath: _______________________________________

Placement of Birdbath:___________________________________

Time of Observation:_____________________________________
	Time(day and minutes observed)
	Bird Species
	Number
	Behavior

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Birdbath Observation Worksheet

Instructions:  Write your responses in complete sentences.

1. What was the most common bird at your bath?
2. Did the birds prefer any certain feature of the birdbath?  Why do you think they liked that area?

3. What types of behavior did you observe at your bath?

4. What birdbath would recommend someone place in their yard? Why?
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More? Click on Lesson Plans at: http://www.four-h.purdue.edu/natural_resources/resources.html
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