Population Growth
General Objective: Students will study the affect birth and death rates have on population growth.
Specific Objectives: Discover:

· Studying population density,
· Observing lab mice,

· Recording data, and

· Making conclusions from data.
Time: One hour
Resources needed: 4-H 904, pp 14-15. Paper and pencil
Activity: Learn about population growth.
Discussion – 5 minutes:

· Ask students to explain population growth. 
· Animal populations fluctuate based on birth and death rates.
· Some areas have an impact from immigration and emigration.

· Students will do activities from the 4-H manual to help them understand population growth over one year.

Activity 1 – 10-20 minutes:

· Make photocopies of page 14 and distribute to the students.
· Have the students study the population growth of a group of mice.

· They should complete the chart to show how many mice are in this population on the first day of each month.
Activity 2 – 10-20 minutes:
· Photocopy page 15 from the manual.
· Pass out copies to the students after completing the first activity.

· The students fill in the blanks to make their own population growth charts.

Reference (4-H manual): 4-H Wildlife Manual, Level B (4-H 904)
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 Population Growth Worksheet

Instructions:  Write your responses in complete sentences.

1. What affects change population growth?
2. Does population growth always increase? If not what affects can decrease population?
3. How many individuals existed at the end of activity one and two?
4. Use population growth to explain the size of your community.
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More? Click on Lesson Plans at: http://www.four-h.purdue.edu/natural_resources/resources.html
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