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Assessment Tool Use



• Conservation Assessment and Ranking Tool (CART)
• Stewardship Tool for Environmental Performance (STEP)
• Web Soil Survey
• Windows Pesticide Screening Tool (WIN-PST)
• Revised Universal Soil Loss Equation (RUSLE2)
• Water Erosion Prediction Program (WEPP)
• Wind Erosion Prediction System (WEPS)

NRCS Assessment Tools
Offsite Movement of Sediment, Pesticides, and Nutrients



NRCS Assessment Tools
Conservation Assessment and Ranking Tool (CART)



NRCS Assessment Tools
CART



CART assists planners 
to analyze resource 
data captured in the 
inventory and 
compare against the 
threshold to 
determine if planning 
criteria is met.  
Planner override is 
allowed.
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NRCS Assessment Tools
Stewardship Tool for Environmental Performance (STEP)



NRCS Assessment Tools
Stewardship Tool for Environmental Performance (STEP)



NRCS Assessment Tools - STEP



NRCS Assessment Tools - STEP



NRCS Assessment Tools - Web Soil Survey



NRCS Assessment Tools - Web Soil Survey



NRCS Assessment Tools – Web Soil Survey



NRCS Assessment Tools
Web Soil Survey Reports



NRCS Assessment Tools
Windows Pesticide Screening Tool (WIN-PST)



NRCS Assessment Tools
WIN-PST



NRCS Assessment Tools
WIN-PST



NRCS Assessment Tools - WIN-PST



NRCS Assessment Tools – RUSLE2



NRCS Assessment Tools
Water Erosion Prediction Project (WEPP)



NRCS Assessment Tool - WEPP



NRCS Assessment Tool - WEPS



Conservation 
Practice Selection



Conservation Practice Selection

• CART internal logic, and NRCS Planning Criteria, guide conservation
planners in deciding whether a resource concern exists.

• If there is a potential resource concern involving sediment, pesticides, or
nutrient runoff to surface or groundwater resources, conservation
measure(s) are suggested.

• Conservation practice selection choice lists are presented in CART. Also,
all conservation planners are trained to recognize applicable
conservation measures for each resource concern.

• Further guidance for conservation practice selection is provided in the
individual conservation practice standards, specifications, and other
guidance documents.



















CPS 595 – Pest Management 
Conservation System



CPS 590 – Nutrient Management



CPS 328 – Conservation Crop Rotation



CPS 345 – Residue and Tillage Management, Reduced Till
CPS 329 – Residue and Tillage Management, No-Till









CPS 340 – Cover Crop









CPS 327 – Conservation Cover?



CPS 386 - Field Border



CPS 393 – Filter Strip



CPS 390 – Riparian Herbaceous Cover?



CPS 391 – Riparian Forest Buffer



CPS 449 – Irrigation Water Management



CPS 447 – Irrigation System, Tailwater Recovery
CPS 350 – Sediment Basin
CPS 656 – Constructed Wetland



Questions?



The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities 
on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, 

familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, 
reprisal, or because all or a part of an individual's income is derived from any public assistance 
program (not all prohibited bases apply to all programs).  Persons with disabilities who require 

alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) 
should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of 
discrimination write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., 

Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).  
USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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