City Trees Lesson
General Objective: Students will learn about urban planning and the benefits of urban trees.
Specific Objectives: Discover:

· Problem solving,
· Learn basic urban planning,

· Design a city, and
· Apply tree planting designs at home.
Time: One hour
Resources needed: 4-HCCS BU-08039, pp 34, 35. Photocopies of page 34, the attached city map, and worksheet.  
Activity: Determining the best placement of trees.
Discussion – 10 minutes:

· You have talked to your students about trees out in the forests and nature.
· Now talk about city planning and trees.

· Pass out copies of page 34 and have the students design landscaping around the house.

· Help the students understand that their landscaping can be used to create the following effects.

1. Reduce temperature

2. Slow wind speed

3. Reduce noise

4. Add natural beauty

5. Create wildlife habitat

· Discuss their creative projects.

Activity – 30-40 minutes:
· Pass out copies of the city map and have the students use the same concepts to design a small city’s tree infrastructure.
· This exercise may take some time and be handed in the next day.

· Discuss designs as a class and compare to the planning used in the city where you live.

· After the discussion pass out the attached worksheet and collect when completed.

Reference (4-H manual): Forestry-Level 2 Manual: Reach for the Canopy (4-HCCS BU-08039)
Academic Standards:
	Page
	Activity
	Grade
	English

	34-35
	City Trees
	6th 
	1.4, 2.4, 4.2, 4.5, 4.8, 4.9, 4.10, 6.1, 6.4, 6.5

	
	
	7th 
	1.2, 4.1, 4.4, 4.8, 4.9, 4.10, 6.5, 6.8, 6.9

	
	
	8th 
	1.3, 4.1, 4.7, 4.8, 4.9, 6.1, 6.5, 6.6, 6.7
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 City Trees Worksheet

Instructions:  Write your responses in complete sentences.

1. Why did you decide to place trees where you did?
2. Why is the placement of trees important?
3. What benefits do the trees near your home or school provide?
4. How could you help your parents decide where to plant trees in your yard?
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More? Click on Lesson Plans at: http://www.four-h.purdue.edu/natural_resources/resources.html
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