Rock Language Crossword Puzzle
General Objective: Learn the definitions of geology terminology. 
Specific Objectives: Discover: 

· Learn geology terminology and definitions

· Work collaboratively

· Solving problems 
Time: 20 minutes
Resources needed: 4-H Geology 1 (4-H 985) manual, copy pages 6 and 7
Activity: Students will work together to read geology definitions and use a Word Bank to fill in a geology crossword puzzle.
Discussion: 
· Explain: The study of the earth and the processes that formed the earth is called Geology. You will learn some geology terms by working in teams and using a Word Bank to match the geology terms to their definitions. You will be putting one letter in each box and writing from left to right for the “Across” definitions and from top to bottom for the “Down” definitions.

· For example, 1-Down is defined as “A physical property describing the size and arrangement of the minerals in a rock.” There are 7 letters in this word. Looking at the Word Bank, and considering the definition, you might try “texture.” Then, 2-Across is defined as “Grain size of particles about the size of salt.” If you try the answer, “course,” you will see that it fits in with your previous answer. 
· Keep working to figure out which terms fit in each line, Across or Down. If you try a term that does not fit with other terms you have written, you may have the wrong term now or one of the earlier answers may be wrong.
Reference: 4-H Soil and Water Conservation, Level A (4-H 795), pages 2-3.

Academic Standards: 
Science

4.3.5 - Describe how waves, wind, water, and glacial ice shape and reshape Earth’s land surface by the erosion of rock and soil in some areas and depositing them in other areas.
4.3.7 – Explain that smaller rocks come from the breakage and weathering of bedrock and larger rocks and that soil is made partly from weathered rock, partly from plant remains, and also contains many living organisms.
Instructions:
Copies of pages 6 & 7 (4-H 985) for each team. Answers to this, and other geology activities are given in the online Geology Helper’s Guide (4-H 987).
Follow up Questions
· Did completing the crossword puzzle help you learn different geology terminology?

· What is the definition of “glacier?”

· What is the definition of “soil?”

· What other questions could you ask that you learned the answers from by doing the crossword puzzle?
More

Coming soon: Students can try an interactive version of this activity, at: http://www.four-h.purdue.edu/kids/. 
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