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Purdue Agriculture Ranking



Dept is 4th by Center for World University Rankings

Based on: quality of 
education, research 

output, citations, alumni 
employment



Overview 

• We welcomed 3 faculty in August 2025

• 2 anticipated in Indianapolis in August 2026

• Announced 2 retirements

•   

• Center Updates & Evolutions 

•  Fundamentals … who we are, who we serve, and what 
we’re doing next ☺ 



Department Faculty Composition

• Tenure Track 
– 5 Assistant Professors

– 9 Associate Professors 

– 17 Professors

– 2 Associate Deans (in COA) 

• 1 Clinical Professor (Self Supporting) 

• Research Faculty (Self Supporting) 
– 3 Assistant Professors

– 1 Associate Professor

– 3 Professors 

33 Tenure Track Faculty 

7 Research Faculty 

1 Clinical Faculty 



Department Staff Composition

– 71 staff in total

– Majority are in self-sustaining Centers 

– 3 Lecturers 

• Dr. Leeann Moss

• Dr. Elizabeth Byrd 

• Dr. Daniel Pastor 



Welcome to 
Dr. Van Loo 



Welcome Dr. Colussi



Welcome Dr. Bauchet



Purdue in Indianapolis 

Why the College of Agriculture and Agricultural Economics in Indianapolis? 

• Close to state policymakers and major NGOs —ideal for policy-oriented work 

and timely engagement. 

• Urban food systems & applied extension opportunities 

• Logistics / distribution hub strengths — Indianapolis’s central location and large 

warehousing/third-party logistics presence make it a natural place to study food 

supply chains, cold-chain logistics, and food supply chain resilience. 

• Innovation / life-sciences / public-private networks — the 16 Tech innovation 

district, corporate partners and regional partnerships create opportunities for cross-

sector collaboration in food and ag tech, biosciences, and commercialization. 



Purdue in Indianpolis Continued

• Convergence of policy and industry stakeholders on 
agricultural labor & production systems – proximity of 
location to key stakeholders for production agriculture

• Policy analysis & research on agricultural labor, food 
systems careers, and agricultural policy 

• Proximity to value-chain firms —including Cargill, Corteva, 
Elanco, and other hubs.

• Access to policymakers and regulators —proximity to 
Indiana State Department of Agriculture (ISDA) and others.

• Central access to farm regions — Within 1–2 hours of nearly 
every major crop-producing region in Indiana.

• Synergies with life sciences and agtech clusters — The 16 
Tech Innovation District, Elanco headquarters, and AgriNovus 
Indiana create natural points of intersection between economic 
research, innovation, and producer-facing outcomes.



Hiring for Ag Econ in Indianapolis

Each successful candidate is expected to develop a 
nationally recognized research and teaching program in 
one of the following areas:  agricultural economics; 
agribusiness management; food business management; or, 
agricultural, environmental, or food policy.  

The department has a high-profile reputation for 
engagement with agricultural and food business 
stakeholders and policymakers to address challenges and 
opportunities facing Indiana and beyond.  As the state’s 
capital city, the Indianapolis location facilitates such 
engagement with industry and government stakeholders.  
Successful candidates will have ample opportunity to 
actively engage with agricultural and food industry leaders, 
policymakers, and College of Agriculture stakeholders.  



Timeline

• Over 280 applicants 

• Zoom interviews before end of 2025 

• In person interviews January/February 2026 

• Anticipated contracting April 2026 



Thomas Hertel Retirement



Frank Dooley Retirement



AgEcon Department Center Updates

Center for Commercial Agriculture
Center for Food and Agricultural Business
Center for Food Conservation and Waste Reduction
Center for Global Trade Analysis
Indiana Council for Economic Education
North Central Regional Center for Rural Development



Center for Commercial Agriculture



Center for 
Food and 

Agricultural 
Business

• Leadership 
Transition 2027

– Dr. Trey Malone, 
Incoming Director

• Visiting Scholars

• Post Doctoral 
Scholars



Center for Food Conservation & Waste 
Reduction



Global Trade 
Analysis Project 

(GTAP)

• Exists to provide 
leadership in 
economic policy 
analysis by 
fostering 
collaboration to 
achieve better 
data and 
research 
outcomes.



GTAP Strategies

Exploring GTAP-EU 



Indiana Council for Economic Education

Econ and Personal Finance Camp Brings Economics to 
Life for Indiana Teachers



NCRCRD



Undergraduate Student Program Updates 

• Spring Start!

• Transfer programs 



420+ AgEcon Undergraduate Students

25



Purdue In Print: Agribusiness Management



AgEcon Graduate Programs

• In-residence MS Program 

– Fully funded/supported program 

• In-residence PhD Program 

– Fully funded/supported program 

• Hybrid MS-MBA Professional Program

– In collaboration with IU Kelley School of Business 

• MJ-MS = Master of Jurisprudence (MJ) and Master of 
Science (MS) in Agricultural Economics 

• Professional Masters in International Agribusiness

Student Numbers
18 MS 
35 PhD 
~40-45 students in MS-MBA 



Pillars of AgEcon Dept Into the Future

• National and International Leadership in Quantitative, 
Applied Economics

– consistently recognized for its rigorous application of 
quantitative, data-driven methods to agricultural, food, 
environmental, and development questions. 

– Signature strengths: 

 Commodity markets, price analysis, and risk management

 Farm management, finance, and production economics

 Industrial organization in food and agribusiness



Policy and Public Engagement

• The department is known for shaping agricultural 
policy conversations through:

• Farm policy analysis

• Trade and international development economics

• Food security and environmental policy modeling

• Extension programs that translate research into actionable 
insights for producers, agribusiness firms, and 
policymakers



Strong Agribusiness and Industry 
Engagement

• Purdue is a long-established leader in agribusiness 
management and executive education, known for:

• The MS-MBA in Food and Agribusiness Management (a 
global program delivered with IU Kelley School of Business)

• Executive education seminars and industry partnerships 
that shape management practices across food and 
agriculture supply chains

• Extensive corporate collaborations with producers, 
processors, retailers, and input suppliers



National & International Leadership in 
Commercial Agriculture

• The Ag Economy Barometer—a widely cited monthly 
measure of U.S. producer sentiment—is among the 
department’s highest-profile outputs. 

• Production costs, land values, machinery costs = 
Center for Commercial Agriculture 



Integration of Technology, Data, and 
Economic Decision-Making

• In recent years, the department has expanded into 
emerging areas such as:

• Digital agriculture and data-enabled decision tools

• Artificial intelligence and decision support in agricultural 
systems

• Online and social media data analytics for food and 
agriculture markets



Building from Strengths
1. National Leader in Applied, Data-Driven Agricultural Economics
recognized for strong analytical approach to understanding agricultural markets, farm management, and 
the broader food system.

2. Trusted Source of Market Insight and Decision Support
deliver timely, practical information for producers, agribusinesses, and policymaker. 

3. Deep Industry Engagement and Agribusiness Expertise
maintain long-standing partnerships with corporate, commodity, and producer organizations, offering 
executive education, applied research, and data-driven tools that support business performance.

4. Impactful Research that Shapes Policy and Practice
research informs decisions on farm policy, trade, natural resource management, food & consumer issues.

5. Pipeline of Highly Skilled Graduates
prepare undergraduate and graduate students who become leaders in production agriculture, agribusiness 
management, government, and the global food economy.

6. Innovation in Digital and Data-Enabled Agriculture
lead at the forefront of integrating advanced analytics, AI, and digital tech into agricultural decision-
making, positioning stakeholders for future competitiveness.

7. Strong Service to Indiana Agriculture Through the Land Grant Mission 
provide research-based guidance that supports farm profitability, rural communities, and commodity-
sector growth statewide, regionally, and extending nationally.  
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