Senior Spotlight 2021-22
Molly Grotjan

Motivated student
encourages students to
make the most of their
time at Purdue; thrilled to
join the global agricultural
industry after college
Hometown: Zionsville, IN
Major & Concentration: Agribusiness; Concentration: Management
Minors or Certificates: Supply Chain Management Technology, Communication, Global Food and
Agriculture Systems
Why did you come to Purdue: Three reasons: Purdue’s AGEC department, student organizations, and
for the opportunity to become a Boilermaker alumnae
Favorite Purdue tradition: Singing “Hail Purdue!” at any sporting event
Top three influences at Purdue(people, ideas, experiences):
1. LeeAnn Williams (my outstanding advisor!) and AGEC department
2. Derek Berkshire (AGEC Class of 2019)
3. Student organizations and the people in these organizations
Top five memories of your time at Purdue:
1. Boilermaker Ball
2. Working with the Purdue Grand Prix team to facilitate the 64th Purdue Grand Prix in the middle of a
pandemic!
3. Helping to transition Ag Week 2020 to a virtual format with Purdue Ag Week Task Force
4. Being on campus during every Purdue Day of Giving during my years at Purdue
Places you have been as a Purdue student: Washington, D.C., Kansas City, MO, Minneapolis, MN,
Detroit, MI, Louisville, KY, Decatur, IL, Moline, IL, Indianapolis, IN, New Orleans, LA
Favorite club/organization: Purdue Foundation Student Board
Favorite Student-led event/initiative: Ag Week

Favorite Purdue event: Rising Professionals
program
Favorite Social Activity: Going to Harry’s with
friends or sitting in the student section at home
football games
Favorite place to study: When it’s open, the Purdue
Memorial Union basement is my favorite
Favorite spot on campus: Hanging out around the
Bell Tower
Favorite thing about CoA: So many to pick from,
but if I had to choose just one, it would be the people!
There are so many people to learn from.
Favorite thing about your major: There is so much
diversity in the curriculum in Agribusiness. I feel so
grateful to be a in program that has given a holistic
understanding of business to me.
Favorite class: AGEC 330 with Mr. John Becherer
Favorite professor: Dr. Gray
Coolest project: Final project in IET 313 learning
about how biometrics can impact the global food
value chain

Three biggest accomplishments:
1. Serving as President of Purdue Foundation
Student Board
2. Serving as President of Purdue Grand Prix
Foundation
3. Interning for the U.S. House of Representatives,
Corteva Agriscience and John Deere
Things on your resume not listed above:
During the Spring of 2020, I submitted a “Policy/
Law” concentration to AGEC Department Head Dr.
Lusk. In the Fall of 2020, I was asked to represent
the student voice on an AGEC committee focused
on reviewing this concentration and providing this
proposal to future AGEC students.
Accepted employment? Not yet! Hopefully with
John Deere soon!
Where do you want to end up: Midwest where I
can serve an agribusiness and my community
Advice for underclassman: Embrace the
uncomfortable – you may find yourself in situations
where you feel uncomfortable at Purdue; this is
where your growth happens. In my experiences,
some of your greatest memories will come from
putting yourself in uncomfortable situations!
Biggest takeaway from Purdue: Purdue opened
my eyes to realize there are so many opportunities
for growth and career paths once my education is
complete.

