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Congratulations to the Agronomy Outstanding Undergraduate Students who 
were recognized at the College of Ag spring awards on April 21st.

Outstanding Senior: Kathryn Lightfoot

Outstanding Junior: Jason Emsweller

Outstanding Sophomore: Ahren Berlanger

Outstanding Freshman: Justin Bedel

https:/ / agronomy.unl.edu/our-people/alumni/alumni-lifetime-achievement-award-2024

The late James J. Vorst, University of Nebraska?Lincoln 
alumni, received the Department of Agronomy and 
Horticulture 2024 Alumni Lifetime Achievement Award.

This award is the highest honor bestowed upon 
graduates of the Department of Agronomy and 

Horticulture who have made significant contributions to 
their community, state and nation through professional 
service, public service and/or civic engagement. The 
award was founded in 2016 to recognize alumni who have 
enhanced the reputation of the department and the 

university by distinguishing themselves in their careers. 
Honorees are selected by the Agronomy and Horticulture 
Alumni Advisory Council (AHAAC).

See the full article at the link below.

PURDUE AGRONOMY PROFESSOR EMERITUS HONORED WITH 
LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD 2024

Submitted by JoAnn Vorst

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fagronomy.unl.edu%2Four-people%2Falumni%2Falumni-lifetime-achievement-award-2024&data=05%7C02%7Csorem%40purdue.edu%7Ccc9ab1252791491afa9c08dd81af91d8%7C4130bd397c53419cb1e58758d6d63f21%7C0%7C0%7C638809313320070502%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=dADnIdQcNcz2M36uRuMvFZ0rj6Ht0Z2yCZOdeYdoKR8%3D&reserved=0
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Congratulat ions to Dr. Armstrong's Ph.D. 

student, Jude Addo-Chidie, who was awarded 
the Conservation Scholarship by the Soil and 
Water Conservation Service and completed their 
SWCD watershed leadership training.

Congratulat ions to Amare 
Seyoum Hailessilase who has been 
awarded the 2025  Dr. Dagnatchew 
Yirgou Endowment Travel Award 
from the College of Agriculture.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT OF FOOD FINDERS!
Through all of your generous online and in-person donations, 
including the pie a la mode sales, the Department of 
Agronomy was able to donate a total of $3585.60 (10,757 
meals) to support Food Finders Food Bank!  Agronomy 
donations surpassed all other departments by over $2000!   

Thank you all for doing your part to fight hunger and give hope 
to people in the community!

Below is a thank you from Food Finders.  The total meals 
supported was estimated at that point, but was well over
the 8500 referenced.

Dr. Eileen Kadivko represented Agronomy at 
the Food Finders annual Blue Jean Ball.  
Unfortunately, the traveling fork trophy was 
not able to be presented at the ball, but will 
soon be back in Agronomy for another year!



Anna Paltseva, invited by the editor of 
iScience, published a perspective article 
introducing a framework for participatory 
urban soil research, followed by a companion 
piece sharing the backstory of her fieldwork 
and research approach. She was also recently 
invited to visit Dr. Gabriel Filippelli?s lab at 
Indiana University, where she spoke with 
students about environmental contaminants, 
community science, and insights from her 
recent TEDx talk at NCState.

Click the links above to view the 
article and backstory.

The Agronomy Club made Spring Fest 2025 unforgettable! They transformed a gravity wagon into 
"Harvest Hoops" in honor of Agronomy alum Robbie Armstrong (1998-2023). 

 They even added a mini hoop for all ages to enjoy!   Free popcorn, corn Jeopardy, and soil painting 
were a hit all day long!   

Thanks to everyone who joined the fun in front of Lilly Hall!

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cell.com%2Fiscience%2Ffulltext%2FS2589-0042(25)00622-4&data=05%7C02%7Csorem%40purdue.edu%7Cba69d9d3061f4940c3c808dd8355f57f%7C4130bd397c53419cb1e58758d6d63f21%7C0%7C0%7C638811127436802288%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=T6fz81wzzQ09kAsMds%2Fe4WKSEcZLCg0bh0qlhlGqn20%3D&reserved=0
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https://ag.purdue.edu/news/department/agry/kernel-news/2025/05/_docs/indiana-corn-update-issue2-may-2.pdf

Click the l ink below to view the ful l  publicat ion.

https://ag.purdue.edu/news/department/agry/kernel-news/2025/05/_docs/indiana-corn-update-issue2-may-2.pdf






All issues of Inside 
Agronomy are available 
on the Agronomy website.  
Click below to view past 
issues.

Inside Agronomy

Share news, articles, and 
publications in Inside Agronomy by 

emailing the information to 

Stephanie Orem sorem@purdue.edu

https://ag.purdue.edu/news/department/agry/inside-agronomy/index.html
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