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INTRODUCING OUR AGRONOMY MAIN OFFICE STUDENT WORKERS
We are happy to have two great student workers in the main office this year.  Please take time to say hello and 
introduce yourself if you see them in the office or hallways.  Lauren has returned for her second year as a student 
worker and Issy is here for her first year at Purdue.

Name: Lauren Maxwell

Major: Agronomy- minor in 
Food and Agribusiness

Year at  Purdue: Junior

Hometown: Kouts, IN

Clubs/Act ivit ies: AG Week Task 
Force, Agronomy Mentors, 
Purdue Cooperative Council, 
Twin Pines Cooperative

Hobbies: Baking and Antiquing

Name: Issy Phill ips

Major: Agronomy and 
Spanish

Year at  Purdue: Freshman

Hometown: DuQuoin, IL

Clubs/Act ivit ies: SALT 
ministries, cheering on 
Purdue sports

Hobbies: Working out, water 
skiing, and spending time 
with my family

This past Thursday, the Agronomy Department hosted their annual Welcome Back Gathering for students, faculty 
& staff to catch up and meet after summer break. There was a lovely spread of food and great conversations 
being had. Thank you to everyone who attended, and we look forward to a great academic year!
                                                                                                                                                            Submitted by Grace Beard

WELCOME BACK GATHERING A SUCCESS!

https://ag.purdue.edu/department/agry/about/inside-agronomy/index.html
https://ag.purdue.edu/department/agry/about/inside-agronomy/index.html


Recently, Anna Paltseva gave an invited talk to the 
Indiana Professional Lawn and Landscape 
Association (IPLLA) - Irrigation Technician Training 
Program on the importance of soil sampling for 

sustainable land management".                                                                                                          
                   Submitted by Anna Paltseva

"Representing the Purdue Agroecology Lab, Dr. Yichao 
Rui and Pavani Ganju gave a talk onBiochar and 
Gypsum Effects on Pasture Performanceat the Greener 
Pastures Field Day in Ferdinand, IN on August 28th, 
connecting soil health research to real world pasture 
management.                                  Submitted by Pavani Ganju

Faculty, Staff, &  Grad Students-

Join us for a professional development event, held on 
Tuesday, September 16th from 10:30 AM - 11:30 AM  EST.

This one hour session taught by Jo Gilreath will provide 
practical knowledge on ?Self-Care at Work?, and how 
making daily changes can improve your work and 
well-being!

JOIN US ? in-person in LILY Hall Conference Room 2-425 
or virtually (link provided in confirmation email).

Register today by using the QR code below and receive 
your session confirmation for this September 16th event.

D O  Y O U  H A V E  N E W S  T O  S H A R E ?

Send detai ls and photos to Stephanie Orem at  
sorem@purdue.edu
Inside Agronomy is a bi-weekly newsletter that  is 
emailed out  to al l  agronomy staff, students, and 
ret irees.





BUSINESS OFFICE UPDATE
FROM SARA SLIPHER, AGRONOMY AND BOTANY & PLANT PATHOLOGY BUSINESS MANAGER

The College business office structure has remained stable for many years until the shift to operation 
centers (payroll/ purchasing) 5 years ago. Since this time, we have remained in a structure of 3 
(Business Manager, Business Assistant and Account clerk) in each Academic department. This 
structure has had varied success in units, but over time has struggled to keep up with a growing 
college research portfolio.

We find ourselves in need of a change that addresses two core concerns; increase faculty grant 
management support and a need to balance a workload that is taxing our staff. The growth in research, 
including changes in our research active faculty structure with the addition of dream hires and our 
ability to provide a consistent service model, has led us to these changes.

Effective immediately, Taylor Birch and Vanessa Gresham-Miller will be supporting operational 
management and Cheryl Long will be supporting grant management in AGRY. You will no longer be 
assigned to an individual in our office; assignment will be driven by task not PI.

Taylor is new to our department but provides operational support to FNR and HORT as well.

Vanessa will support both grant and operation management at times, depending on the task.

ACRE will continue to receive operational support from Elizabeth Rausch.

Below are brief examples of the categories:

Grant Management: Defined as federal/ non-federal, state, and industrial (etc.) sponsored program 
funding.

Operational Management: General and departmental funds including federal/ state appropriated. This 
includes faculty allocations, startup, and discretionary funds.

Business Manager:Department Budget, Faculty/ Staff Position Requests, major Equipment, property 
management, fiscal approval (>5K)

While we realize this change does interrupt established staff and support levels, we feel this change is 
needed to support research and balance the workload in the college moving forward.  The separation 
of workload will create an opportunity for staff to focus on specific areas of work in departments, 
reduce disruption and the need to be overall generalist.  This generalist approach will help business 
office staff get to work that is often not receiving the attention needed and reduce turnaround time for 
requests.

Reminder, please use the ARGY shared email: agrbo@groups.purdue.edu.  This will ensure your 
communication/ request is received by the right individual in our office.
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