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We have reached the halfway point for the 2025 Summer Test. As a group, ADG
was 2.9 Ibs per day during the last 28-days which is 0.35 Ibs/day off of the target ADG
of 3.25 Ibs. Granted there are several factors of importance other than ADG to define
success at a performance test and bull development; when a goal is set it's important to
work at achieve the goal. The low hanging fruit to blame low performance on with a
summer test is always going to be heat and humidity; however, we've had longer hot
and humid durations than what bulls experienced this last 28-days. Is the six inches of
rain received since the last weight an issue? It's certainly a possibility from a freshness
of feed perspective depending on when rain fell in relation to the daily feeding. The
TMR indicates we could add a tick more energy to the diet which suggest our analysis
of corn could be off as silages have been the primary ingredients analyzed recently.
Greater forage inclusion could be costing us performance during summer months from
added heat stress from heat of fermentation on a high fiber diet. Although we are not a
feedlot, some feedlots will alter feeding times to later in the afternoon, evening or night
during the summer so that cattle are not combating as great of ambient temperatures
when the heat from fermentation peaks 2 to 6 hours post the initial days first feeding.

Range in Average Daily Gain (ADG) from Day 28 to Day 56.

Range in ADG Number of Head Percentage of Group
4.691t0 4.0 1 1.4
3.99t03.0 26 37.7
2.97102.48 29 42.0
2.41t02.0 8 11.6
1.99to 1.59 5 7.3
Total 69

On July 9 we finished up the last of the forage sorghum and switched to wheat
silage as the base ingredient of the diet. Below is a comparison of the TMR's.

Total Mixed Ration (TMR) Nutrient Analysis Between
Diets with Different Forages as the Base Ingredient
Forage Sorghum Wheat Silage

Dry Matter, % 43.8 51.3
Crude Protein, % 15.4 12.8
Fat, % 3.8 3.4
ADF, % 28.0 26.1
NDF, % 39.0 40.3
Starch, % 22.4 20.3
TDN, % 66.8 67.8
NEm, Mcal/lbs 71 72

NEg, Mcal/lbs 44 44




On July 10 the picture to the right was the
image the guys from Feldun were welcomed
with as they coming back across the farm a
couple of hours post feeding. What we
believe happened was a combination of two
things; 1) the bag being cut from top to
bottom as we work into the bag and 2) the
protective covers. The protective covers
draw additional heat to the bag as shown by
a darker coloration in the silage around the
edges of the silage. This is the cost of
protecting a significantly larger amount of
silage. We believe the plastic had more
"stretch” too it from the covers given the time of year in combination with potentially how
the bag is cut. It pretty acted like a zipper down % of a 200" bag. Nonetheless, Feldun
was quick at getting it re-bagged with the use of two feed wagons to feed the silage
back into the bagger. So far, silage appears stable as indicated by forage analysis. At
the end of the day there are a number of "natural" disasters that could have led to bags
splitting or being compromised and we would have been in a similar situation if not
worse. We will learn something from this!

During the last 28-days we've had a couple cases of pinkeye, hoof cracks and
foot rot. In each case, bulls all seem to have recovered. Health records can be viewed
on Performance Beef (https://performancebeef.com/) with cooperator log in information.

If registration and weaning data has not been submitted to IBEP, please send
this information as soon as possible. Double check bull registrations to confirm bulls
are free of ALL lethal defects, this includes "population risk" bulls. Check registrations
for status of genomic enhancement of EPDs and parent verification to sire and da.
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https://performancebeef.com/

County beef cattle groups are encouraged to contact IBEP to volunteer (3-4
people) to help on a weigh or workday as listed below. Activities usually begin at
9:00 a.m. Bring a potential cooperator or bull buyer to give them a first-hand look at the
bulls, facilities and the central testing program.

August 8, 2025

August 19, 2025

IBEP Shift at Indiana State Fair
(Minimum of 8 volunteers needed)
10:00 AM to 2:00 PM

Summer Test 2025

Sept. 15, 2025

Sept. 19, 2025

Sept. 26, 2025

Sept. 18, 2025 Breeding Soundness Exam & Sale Bull Branding

Ultrasound Summer Test 2025 bulls for carcass traits
DEADLINE

Parent Verification to sire and dam and enhanced EPD due
for Summer Test 2025 bulls to remain Sale eligible (See
Rules Page 8)

DEADLINE

Notify IBEP of any Sale Eligible Bull that will not be offered in
the 96" IBEP Bull Sale

Entry Deadline for Winter Test 2025
Bulls born:
Senior Division — October 1, 2024 through Dec. 31, 2024

October 18, 2025

October 28, 2025 2025 Winter Test Delivery Day

Junior Division — January 1, 2025 through March 30, 2025

96! IBEP Bull Sale & Springville Feeder Auction Cow and
Heifer Sale




-

This survey will help assess the needs of the cattle industry
in Indiana. The Purdue Beef Team, in partnership with the
Indiana Beef Cattle Association, seeks to understand the

https://purdue.link/INBeefNeeds2025

INDIANA
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ASSOCIATION


https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmms.indianabeef.org%2Fct.php%3Flid%3D409688621%26mm%3D126030892693&data=05%7C02%7Cnminton%40purdue.edu%7Ccd3ce785fde5474f7c4608dda43b6226%7C4130bd397c53419cb1e58758d6d63f21%7C0%7C0%7C638847297161435605%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=tOGnb%2FqTXNdBoUWkUH6h36G26woPgEfWMwxDFhzD900%3D&reserved=0

