
Happy 100-Year Anniversary to Smith-Hughes Legislation!
 
	 In 1917, the Smith-Hughes Act was passed and signed providing federal funding for 
Agricultural Education. Now, 100 years later, Indiana Agricultural Education is going strong!
•	 216 middle and high school Agricultural Education programs
•	 269 Agriculture Teachers, 50% female
•	 Agricultural Education had the 3rd highest enrollment of majors within Purdue Teacher Education
•	 Purdue Agricultural Education Summer Intern Program successfully restarted after a multiple 
	 decades absence

Hope you enjoy reading through the 22nd edition of Purdue AgEd Views! 

For Alumni and Friends of Agricultural Education at Purdue University
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Dr. Robert Friar - Purdue University:
1956- BS, Agricultural Education,
1959- MS, Biological Sciences
1967- PhD, Animal Physiology
		  Dr. Robert Friar was se-
lected as one of the recipients of the 
YDAE Distinguished Alumni Award 

for 2016. Over the course of his career, Dr. Friar has 
embodied the spirit of YDAE by encouraging his stu-
dents to pursue education and empowering them 
through his teaching. After two  teaching positions  
at the secondary education level, he then returned to 
Purdue to earn his Doctorate. He has since spent over 
49 years at Ferris State University teaching Anatomy 
and Physiology, as well as conducting research.   We 
congratulate Dr. Friar on this well-deserved recogni-
tion.

Mr. Eric Steiner 
2002 - BS Agricultural Education
2009 - J.D. George Mason University
	 Mr. Eric Steiner, another of the 
YDAE Distinguished Alumni for 2016, 
currently does the work of educating 
through his current role as Director 
of U.S. Government Affairs for Elanco Animal Health.  
Earlier, he served three years in Government Affairs at 
Kraft Foods, and nearly nine years in federal govern-
ment.  Eric credits his experiences in the Agricultural 
Education program with helping to form his personal 
vision "to build bridges between all people to ensure 
adequate food for our world."
Congratulations, Eric!
 

Friar and Steiner Selected as YDAE Distinguished Alumni 

**To nominate an alumni for the 2017 YDAE Distinguished Alumni Award please see information and nomi-
nation form at  http://www.ydae.purdue.edu/alumni/distalumni .



AGRICULTURAL EDUCATION
Purdue Agricultural 
Education Endowment
Kayla Bailey
Robyn Bender
Garrett Bitterling 
Kaylene Box 
Joshua Calhoun
Skylar Clingan
Bailee Cook
Foster Davenport
Kelly Dressler
Sheridan Elswick 
Leah Hefty
Kari Hoenert
Sara Holderbaum
Lauren Johnston 
Renae Kramer
Kayleigh Krieger
Caroline Kuhn
Brianna Lammers
Casondra Lehmann
Rebecca McDole 
Jennifer Miller
Marissa Modglin 
Jordan Paine
Kelsey Quinn
McCord Snider
Matthew Summerlot 
Megan Vanderbur
Lindsey Williams 
Morgan Winder

W.I. Boyd Memorial
Jestine Furness

Bob and Nancy Brinson
Leah Jacobs
Brianna Lammers

CAERT
Bailey Cook

Dr. James Clouse
Elizabeth Brown

Dunn-Wright
Leah Hefty
 
Amir Faghih
Kelsey Quinn

Florida Fruit Company
Sheridan Elswick 

 

John F. Frischie
Heather Goss
Wyatt Lucas

Gary and Jean Geswein
Brandan Bergdall
Laura Crosby

Goodall
Marissa Modglin

Indiana Association of 
Agricultural Educators
Lindsey Williams

Indiana Farm Bureau, Inc.
Kayla Bailey

Travis and Karen Kiesel
Anna Hall

Christian Kropf Fundraising
Lauren Johnston

Lois Maddox Memorial
Kelly Dressler

Conda and Freda Martin 
Family
Catherine Chustak

National Association of 
Agricultural Educators
Jennifer Miller
Matthew Summerlot

Pipeline to Purdue
Breanna Breske
McCord Snider
Lindsey Williams

Terry Robertson-Smith
Rebecca McDole

Dr. Jerry L. and Susan M. 
Peters
Alexis Pearson 

Terry and Joanne Small
Cameron Frazier

Eric Steiner
Kaylene Box

COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE
Award of Excellence
Sheridan Elswick
McCord Snider

Floyd E. and Nellie P. Elliott 
Agriculture
Brandan Bergdall
Casondra Lehmann

Growmark
Matthew Summerlot

Gruel Memorial 
Endowment
Catherine Chustak

Hageman
Joshua Calhoun

Rex Hall Memorial  
Elizabeth Brown 
Joshua Calhoun
Anna Hall

Paul J. Hellmich and Robert J. 
Hellmich
Laura Crosby

Huff Family
Chelsey Kiger
Kristin Kubaki

Wayne and Barbara  
Jennings Memorial
Natalee Brann
Bailey Bromstrup-Crowder
Molly Bull
Kelly Dressler
Cameron Frazier
Jestine Furness
Heather Goss
Anna Hall
Rebecca McDole
Kristie Neighbors
Lindsey Williams

Roger and Mary Kemper 
Brianna Lammers

Latta/Meredith
Jordan Paine

Lawrence and Ruth Love
Brandon Bergdall

William G. and Marilyn A. 
McVay
Cyndel Smith
Megan Vanderbur

Marquardt Farm
Brandon Bergdall
Leah Hefty

J. Kelly O’Neall and  
Margaret Ritchey O’Neall  
Memorial Scholarship
Natalee Bran
Bailey Bromstrup-Crowder
Molly Bull
Tiffany Cortrecht
Kelly Dressler
Cameron Frazier
Rebecca McDole
Lindsey Williams
Morgan Winder

Herbert E. Parker Memorial
Bailey Bromstrup-Crowder

Harry L. Pearson  
Outstanding Leader
Laura Crosby

Dr. Donald and Margo Powers
Kaylene Box
Gabriella Gilbert

Richard and Louise Reed
Renae Kramer

Lewis Runkle Endowment
Kayla Bailey
Joshua Calhoun
Jestine Furness
Heather Goss
Rebecca McDole

Henry William and Matilda 
Marie Schroeder
Kristie Neighbors

Lloyd and Gene Sellers Fund 
Jennifer Miller
Kelsey Quinn

SCHOLARSHIPS
Agricultural Education Scholarship Recipients 

The following students are 2016-17 academic year scholarship recipients:
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Student Success & Recognition

◊	 Ag Ambassadors for 2016-17 include: 
Brandon Brunt	  
Skylar Clingan 
Caroline Kuhn 
Brianna Lammers 
Austin Hubbell 
Alexis Pearson 

◊	 Josh Calhoun, sophomore in AgEd, was selected as 1 of 12 national Teach Ag Ambassadors.  This program, now in 
its sixth year, has had a Purdue Agricultural Education Student five of the six years: Emilie Kuhn in 2011 and 2012,  
Matthew Summerlot in 2014, and Olivia Steckler in 2016.

◊	 Over 200 students, parents, faculty and staff, and guests attended the 2016 Spring IAAE-Purdue banquet. Our 
guest speaker was Mr. Josh Bledsoe, COO of the National FFA Organization.

◊	 For the 11th year, freshmen participated in the Agricultural Education Learning Community. These students  
took classes together, participated in educational as well as fun activities, and became a strong part of the Agricul-
tural Education family.

◊	 Matthew Summerlot, senior in AgEd, was an Issues 360 Fellow for Class 3. Class 4 Fellows include the following 
Agricultural Education students: Josh Calhoun, Bailey Bromstrup-Crowder, Kelly Dresseler, Brianna Lammers, and 
Morgan Winder.

◊	 Brandon Brunt was selected as the 2015 Outstanding Sophomore in  the Purdue  College of Agriculture.   Brandon is 
an AgEc major with AgEd as a second major.

◊	  
We achieved 100% placement with graduates from May/August/December of 2016.  Nine (60%) took positions teach-
ing agriculture in Indiana, two took other agricultural teaching positions in other states, three are in agribusiness and 
one is in graduate school.

◊	 Fall 2016 undergraduate enrollment was 100.
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SCHOLARSHIPS - COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE, 
cont.

F. Richard Willsey and Helen 
Willsey
Natalee Brann
Anna Hall
Morgan Winder

Everett E. Wynkoop
Alexis Pearson



Scholarship Recipients Say “Thank You”

Thank you for your generous contributions serving the Purdue University Agricultural 
Education students.  My time in Agricultural Education has proved the impact that 
education can have on the lives of students.  I hope that while either serving in a 
high school agricultural classroom or as a state policy maker that I can support the 
future of agriculture....  — Skylar Clingan

Receiving the Ag Ed Endowment scholarship was such a heartwarming surprise!  
Thank you so much for making it possible.  I look forward to the rest of my years at 
Purdue and the rest of my life in this fantastic Ag Ed family.  —Sara Holderbaum

Thank you for your contribution towards my education by allowing me the honor 
to receive your scholarship.  I truly am thankful for what you offer to students in this 
field. I thank you for your donation.—Cassie Lehmann

I want to thank you for investing in me with your generous scholarship.  With this 
scholarship, I will be able to better afford my education, and continue my journey 
through Agricultural Education.  — Foster Davenport

Please accept my sincere thanks and gratitude for awarding me an Agricultural En-
dowment scholarship. This scholarship will help me complete my education and 
start my career as an agricultural educator. I hope to bring enthusiasm to agriculture 
- Garrett Bitterling

Thank you so much for choosing me as a scholarship recipient.  Because of you I am 
one step closer to achieving my goals of attending Purdue this fall and becoming 
an agricultural educator.  —Kayleigh Krieger
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National FFA Convention  
Recognitions

	  
Purdue Agricultural Education students recognized 

at the National FFA Convention were:
2016 Proficiency State Winners
Heather Goss
Leah Jacobs

2016 American Degree Recipients
Joshua Calhoun
Skylar Clingan  
Kelly Dressler  
Wyatt Lucas
Rebecca McDole 
Jennifer Miller 
Alexis Pearson	
Haley Verhaeghe

Purdue Agricultural Education students serving as 
tour guides and recruiters were:

2016 CDE Tour Guides 
Elizabeth Brown
Anna Hall 
Eilish Stewart 
Kayla Bailey 
Emily Brite 
Kelly Dressler 
Danielle Ryan 
Danielle Marks
Emilie Winters 
Sara Holderbaum 
Andrea Smith 
Wyatt Lucas

2016 Career Show Booth
Brandon Brunt 
Skylar Clingan 
Cameron Frazier 

Outstanding Members  
Selected

Each year, Indiana Farm Bureau sponsors awards 
for outstanding members of IAAE-Purdue. The 
selections are based on student’s grade point av-
erage, participation in organization activities, and 
service to IAAE-Purdue.  The  following  students  were   
selected as award recipients at the 2016 banquet:

Outstanding Freshmen
	 Leah Jacobs 		  Morgan Winder
	 Brianna Lammers

Outstanding Sophomores
	 Elizabeth Brown		  Cameron Frazier

Outstanding Juniors
	 Brandan Bergdall	Laura Crosby

Outstanding Seniors
	 Skylar Campbell		  Olivia Steckler

IAAE-Purdue Elects Officers
Officers elected for 2016 and their retiring counterpart include:

Office
President 
Vice President  
Co-Vice Presidents of Fundraising
Secretary 
Treasurer 
Reporter 
Ag Council Representative
Vice President Public Relations

Retiring
Olivia Steckler 
Laura Crosby 
Jordan Paine & Skylar Campbell 
Caroline Kuhn 
Matthew Summerlot 
Shelbi Louck 
Elizabeth Brown

2016 Officers 
Jordan Paine 
Laura Crosby 
Brandan Bergdall 
Heather Goss 
Skylar Clingan 
Lindsey Williams 
Leah Jacobs, Josh Calhoun 
Elizabeth Brown
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YDAE OUTSTANDING STUDENTS SELECTED
The Department of Youth Development and Agricultural Education 
recognized the following students at the College of Agriculture 
Spring Awards banquet:

Outstanding Freshman
Brianna Lammers

Outstanding Sophomore
Elizabeth Brown

Outstanding Junior
Cameron Mann

Outstanding Senior
Tana Simmons



Agricultural Education Placement Report

 
SCHOOL

 
New Teacher

Argos H.S. Mallarie Stookey*

Blackford County H.S. Shelbi Louck *

Bloomfield Jr-Sr H.S. Julie Huffman

Blue River Valley H.S. ZoeAnn Chernowsky

Cascade H.S. Laura Searcy

Caston Jr-Sr H.S. Nick Korniak

Columbia City H.S. Skylar Campbell*

Corydon Central H.S. Whitney Sauerheber

Dekalb H.S.Eastern H.S. (Pekin) Briana Schrock

Edgewood H.S. (Ellettsville) Taylor Ferguson*

Eminence H.S. Hallie Patten

Franklin Community H.S. Kaitlin Pearce

Greenfield Central H.S. Audrey Neuman*

Hamilton Heights H.S. Emilie (Kuhn) Carson

John Glenn H.S. Lynnette Markley

LaCrosse H.S. Adam Miller*

McCutcheon H.S. Nicole Worley-Hensler

Mooresville H.S. Michael Fellow

Mt. Vernon @ Mt. Vernon Alicia Schmidt

New Prairie H.S. Mark Stone

North White H.S. Dave Addison

Oak Hill H.S. Justin Lovell

Owen Valley M.S. and H.S. Ashley Kincaid*

Pioneer Jr-Sr H.S. RayeAnn Stamper

Plymouth H.S. David Smith

Riverton Parke H.S. Michaela Long

Rockville Jr.-Sr. H.S. Shannon Witty

S. IN Career and Tech Center Olivia Steckler*

Seeger Memorial H.S. Jessica St. John

Shenandoah H.S. Steve Hickey

Shoals H.S.  Pete McAlister

South Decatur H.S. Brent Ertl*

South Newton Jr-Sr. H.S. Matthew Armbruster

South Ripley H.S. Sarah McGhee

Southmont H.S. Gary Mosbaugh

Southwestern H.S. (Jefferson Co.) Wesley Powell*

 Southwood H.S. Corey Roser

 Tippecanoe Valley H.S. Mike G. Jones

 Tri Jr-Sr H.S. Carl Anderson
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SCHOOL - CON’T. NEW TEACHER - CON’T.

Triton Central H.S.  Jeff Jones

Turkey Run HS. Shannon Witty

Waldron Jr.-Sr. H.S. Sara Searcy

Warsaw H.S. Julie Carrell*

Washington H.S. Josh Adams

Wawasee H.S. Joan Harden

Wawasee H.S. Jesse Kimmel

West Washington H.S. Cassandra Walker

* 2015-2016 Purdue Graduate

Student Teachers
Seniors, and others, who completed their professional semester in Agricultural Education in 2016 along with 
the name of their school and their cooperating teacher(s) are listed below:

Spring 2016
STUDENT TEACHER HIGH SCHOOL/ 

COOPERATING TEACHER
DISTRICT UNIVERSITY SUPERVISOR

Emily Overs Batesville/ 
Cassie Wallpe

12 Allen Talbert

Wesley Powell Bloomfield/ 
Ben Helms

7 Jerry Peters

Skylar Campbell Columbia City/ 
Sarah Furthmiller

3 Amy Conrad

Julie Carrell Danville/ 
Duane Huge

8 Jerry Peters

Travis Olinske East Noble/ 
Mike Arnold

3 Amy Conrad

Brandon Rice Franklin Community/ 
Bruce Cunningham

8 Jerry Peters

Olivia Steckler Gibson Southern/ 
Richard Ritter

10 Jerry Peters

Macie Wippel Jay County/ 
Seth Swallow

6 Amy Conrad

Alex Barnes Lebanon/ 
Stacey Hartley

4 Beth Theobald

Ashley Kirtman Milan/ 
Anita Boggs

12 Allen Talbert

Audrey Neuman North Decatur/ 
Scott Johnson, Elizabeth Fry

12 Allen Talbert

Shelbi Louck South Adams/  
Jason Shuck

6 Amy Conrad

Adam Miller South Newton/ 
Darrell Allen

1 Beth Theobald

Fall 2016
Mallarie Stookey Argos/ 

Darle Kenz
2 Dan Gottschalk

Ashley Kincaid Brownstown Central/ 
Blake Hackman

11 Charity Keffaber
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Graduate Student Updates

Following are the graduate students who have completed their studies  
in the past year, and if known, what they are doing now:

NAAE Region 4 Winner
We want to recognize the Indiana Agricultural Science and Business Teachers and schools announced as 2016 
National Award Winners. Congratulations to Megan McGrady of Clinton Central High School, recipient of the 
“Teachers Turn the Key”  award at the NAAE National Convention held November 29 - December 3, 2016 
in Las Vegas, Nevada.  Congratulations to Kraig Bowers of Fairfield Jr./Sr. High School, recipient of the Ideas 
Unlimited Award.

Purdue Day of Giving
“Purdue Day of Giving" was an online fundraising event held on April 27, 2016.  For 24 hours students, alumni, 
faculty, staff, parents and friends came together to grant opportunities and transform lives” (Purdue Website, 
2017). Thanks to Purdue Agricultural Education Alumni and Friends who donated that day, we are able to 
award a Purdue Day of Giving Scholarship to an Agricultural Education student for 2017-18. 
Thank you for your participation in this event! Look for Social Media announcements to participate in future 
Purdue Day of Giving.

Agricultural Education Endowment Report
Thank you to each of our contributors  who support Agricultural Education through your generous donations. 
For the December 31, 2016 Endowment reports, the Endowment combined with named endowments has 
more than $425,000 generating scholarship support for Agricultural Education students. 
Scholarships totaling $38,000 were awarded for the 2016-17 school year for a total of greater than $306,500 
over the life of the Endowment.  Through your generous donations, we continue to educate the next genera-
tion of AgEd teachers.

Master of Science
May 2017: Kelsey Sajdera –        
Abby Johnson - An Exploratory Study of Youth Exhibition Experiences in Livestock Projects
Amonte Martin - Cultivating Motivated and Engaged Learners: An Exploratory Study of the Relationships Among 
Middle School Students’ Food and Garden Experiences  and Their Engagement and Motivation
December 16 - none 
August 16: Andrea Scherer - High School Students: Dispositions Toward Agriculture and Agricultural Careers 
Upon Completion of a Pre-College Experience

Doctor of Philosophy
May 17:  Matt Kararo – 
Cecilia Espinoza Morales – 
December 16: none
August 16: Brittini Brown – A Case Study Analysis of Minority Students’ Negotiation of STEM, Racial/Ethnic, and 
Graduate Student Identities, Director of Assessment, Research, and Strategic Priorities at University of Maryland 
Baltimore County
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FACULTY & STAFF NOTES

◊	 AMY CONRAD was selected by the College of Agriculture's Ag Council as Student Choice Advisor Award recipient 
at the Spring 2016 College of Agriculture Awards Banquet.  Congratulations to Amy for her hard work with our stu-
dents.

◊	 MELISSA GEIGER has completed her first full year with AgEd in YDAE.   She has enjoyed learning about the program, 
and meeting students and alumni.  If you have any suggestions for information you would like to see in the next 
AgEd Views, please email any comments to melissaj@purdue.edu, or visit her in AGAD 229.  There may be a short 
survey coming to you in email soon as well.

◊	 DR. JERRY PETERS effective August 15, 2016 was approved for the Purdue Voluntary Early Partial Retirement Pro-
gram (VEPR) with full retirement from Purdue University no later than May 12, 2019.  This half-time appointment is 
to be satisfied with zero percent employment during the first five months (August through December) and full-time 
status during the second five months (January through May) and then ten weeks during the summer.  In October, 
Dr. Peters received the North Central Region American Association for Agricultural Education Distinguished Inter-
national Agricultural Educator Award.  Dr. Peters continues his teaching and student teacher supervision this Spring 
and in May, he and Dr. Talbert will lead the eleventh study abroad Maymester to Jamaica for Agricultural Education 
students.  You can find Dr. Peters in AGAD 220-A or by email at peters@purdue.edu.

◊	 DR. ALLEN TALBERT continued the collaboration with Sonya Lord-Chamberlain of Arsenal Tech High School to develop 
resources for teaching urban agriculture. He also enjoyed co-leading the Jamaica Study Abroad for 19 Purdue Agricul-
tural Education students.  In October, Dr. Talbert received the North Central Region American Association for Agricultur-
al Educators Distinguished Teacher Award.  You can find Dr. Talbert in AGAD 224 or  email him at btalbert@purdue.edu 

◊	 BETH THEOBALD, YDAE Limited-Term Lecturer, is again teaching YDAE 319 this semester and following up student 
teachers.  She began working in July 2016 mentoring the Indiana Ag Ed Pipeline students from Vincennes and the 
Indiana IVY Tech agriculture programs.  Beth can be reached at batheoba@purdue.edu or in AGAD 216.
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Recruitment into Agricultural Education

Recruitment of high school students into Agricultural Ed-
ucation at Purdue continues to be a top priority. We are 
again asking Agricultural Education alumni and friends to 
forward the names of students who might be interested 
in Agricultural Education at Purdue. Upon receiving these 
names, we will mail potential students a letter and a pam-
phlet explaining Purdue’s Agricultural Education Program 
and invite them to our Purdue Agricultural Education Re-
cruitment Day held in November on the Purdue campus. 
We have experienced a great deal of success with this one-
on-one approach to recruiting.

We would appreciate your help by identifying those stu-
dents who would be well served by Agricultural Education 
at Purdue University. You may send their name, address, 
phone number, and grade in high school via mail to: Ag-
ricultural Education, Purdue University at the address on 
the cover, or you may email to: 
agedundergrad@ydae.purdue.edu or telephone at 765-
494-8433.

2016 DISTINGUISHED AGRICULTURE ALUMNI AWARD 
	 Dexter Wakefield is assistant professor of agricultural education and mechanics 
at Texas State University, San Marcos, Texas, and an adjunct professor of agriculture 
education at North Carolina A&T University, Greensboro, North Carolina.
	 Wakefield’s letter of nomination for the College of Agriculture’s Distinguished 
Agriculture Alumni Award came from a man with no connection to the college, but is 
a former student of Wakefield’s at Southern Illinois University.
	 “As an adviser, Dr. Wakefield helped me develop a strong work ethic, a commit-
ment to excellence, the importance of continuing professional development and the 
importance of taking on leadership roles,” said Alex D. Meredith, an agricultural advis-
er, recruiter and adjunct instructor for the College of Agriculture and Related Sciences 
at Delaware State University.
	 “As a colleague, Dr. Wakefield leads by example and empowers agricultural pro-

fessionals to think critically, make informed decisions that mutually benefit and to lead by servitude. He is 
compassionate about agricultural education and the impact it will have on future generations as we deal with 
agricultural adversities and uncertainties. He understands the need for a strong agricultural workforce.”
	 Prior to accepting his current faculty position, Wakefield was the education research coordinator for 
the Center for Urban and Multicultural Education, Indiana University-Purdue University, Indianapolis, and 
served as the director of diversity and inclusion for the National FFA Organization.
	 He was acknowledged by receiving the Honorary American FFA Degree and the Outstanding Teacher 
of the Year, Faculty of the Year and Outstanding Contribution to Agriculture Education awards. He has also 
served as national president of two agricultural organizations -- Alpha Tau Alpha (honorary agricultural edu-
cation organization) and MANRRS (Minorities in Agriculture, Natural Resources and Related Sciences).
	 Dr. Wakefield earned both his Master’s Degree (1998) and his PhD (2001) from Youth Development and Agricul-
tural Education (YDAE).
 source: https://ag.purdue.edu/connections/Pages/article.aspx?sid=241&m=February&y=2016#.WMMcflUrKUl
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Contact Us
To update your contact infor-
mation, or provide aContact Us
To update your contact information, or 
provide a story idea, please contact us at: 
AgEd Views 
Purdue University 
615 W. State St. 
West Lafayette, IN 47907
(765) 494-8433
m e l i s s a j @ p u r d u e . e d u
 story idea, please contact us at: 
AgEd Views 
Purdue University 
615 W. State St. 
West Lafayette, IN 47907
(765) 494-8433
m e l i s s a j @ p u r d u e . e d u
Visit us on the web at www.ydae.purdue.edu
# F A C E B O O K  
w w w. f a c e b o o k . c o m / Y D A E . P u r d u e
T w i t t e r 
@ Y D A E _ P u r d u e

Contact Us

To update your contact information, or pro-
vide a story idea, please contact us at: 

AgEd Views 
Purdue University 
615 W. State St. 
West Lafayette, IN 47907
(765) 494-8433
melissaj@purdue.edu

Visit us on the web at  
www.ydae.purdue.edu

Find us on FACEBOOK  
www.facebook.com/YDAE.Purdue

Twitter 
@YDAE_Purdue

Necrology Report

Below are those former agricultural education teach-
ers whom we honor as they have passed away in the 
past year, or we were just recently notified of their 
passing.

Robert (Bob) Bruce Bobe, 70, of Bruceville, IN, died 
on March 15, 2017.  He taught for nearly five years at 
Rockville High School, before returning to Bruceville, 
IN and retiring from North Knox High School in 2011 
after 35 years of teaching.

Johnica L. Branaman, 52, of Salem, Indiana, passed 
away January 3, 2016.   She was a teacher in the East 
Washington School Corporation.

Charles (Charlie) Monroe Coffman, 89, of Pine Village, 
IN died on July 15, 2013.  He was taught at Pine Vil-
lage High School, where he served for 23 years, and 
retired from MSD Warrent County where he served 
as the Vocational Agriculture Teacher and Coopera-
tive Education Coordinator for 13 years.

Benny D. (Benny) Jackson, 59, passed away June 29, 
2014.  He was retired from the South Central Area 
Vocational School.

Roland Keith Overton, 87, passed away September 7, 
2015.  He was retired from North Miami High School, 
where he taught for more than thirty years.

John Frederick (Fred) Russell, age 90, passed away 
September 12, 2015 at his residence in Vevay, In-
diana.  He Retired from Switzerland County High 
School in 1988 after 28 years of service.  

If you have information about a deceased teacher you 
would like included in the next issue, please forward the 
information to Melissa at melissaj@purdue.edu.

(Adapted from various newspaper and online obituary reports.) 



 
Youth Development and Agricultural Education 
Purdue University
615 S. State St.
West Lafayette, IN 47907-2053
email: agedundergrad@ydae.purdue.edu  

National Teach Ag Day - September 21, 2017	 TAGGED to TEACH AG

Scan the QR code below to  
Find Us on Facebook!


