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FIELD ID:

Submitter’s Name

Client’s Name
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Dealer/Industry Rep Other ___Copy Extension Educator
Pattern Degree of damage Soil type
Scattered (choose one) sandy
Small areas Heavy clay
Large areas Medium silt
Low spots Light loam
organic
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Sample Number:

Notes:




How to take soil samples for SCN Testing

The equipment you need for sampling soil for soybean cyst nematode is the same equipment you use for taking a soil sample for
soil nutrient analysis: a soil probe, a bucket, and a plastic soil bag.

To collect soil samples for SCN diagnosis, we recommend you collect 10 to 20 of cores of soil, each with 1 inch-diameter and 6 to 8
inches-depth in a 20-acre area. If the field is larger, break the field into 20-acre units and take 10 to 20 cores per unit.

Take cores from within root zones and use a zig-zag or M-pattern to collect soil cores. In addition, you may also want to include
samples from a high-risk area, such as near a field entrance, areas where the yield seems to be a little lower than the last time
soybeans were grown, or along fence lines where wind-blown soil accumulates.

Bulk the cores in a container and mix thoroughly.
Take the time to mix the sample. The better the
sample is mixed the better it represents the whole
field. Put ~ 500 cm’ or 1 pint of the thoroughly
mixed soil in a plastic bag and label it with a
permanent marker. Don't put a paper label inside
the bag. The moist soil will make it unreadable by
the time the sample reaches us.

Please keep the sample at room temperature or
cooler and keep out of the sun or hot truck cab
until you are ready to pack and ship it. Pack the
samples in a box and cushion the samples with
packing material so the bags don’t break open
during shipping. Please fill out the attached form,
including your name, address, phone number and
email address and send with your sample. Be sure
to indicate the county where the sample was
collected and any field designation needed to
help you identify the location when your results
are sent. The collection form can also be
downloaded from this website: https://ag.purdue.
edu/btny/ppdl/Pages/physicalspecimens.aspx
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