
Green Cloverworm 
Hypena scabra Fabricius 



Appearance and Life History 

Green cloverworm is a sporadic foliage-feeding 
pest of soybean in the Midwest. This caterpillar is 
often mistakenly called a looper, but differs in 
that it has four abdominal prolegs in contrast to 
three for loopers. 

Newly emerged larvae are pale yellow and 
eventually turn light green in color. They have a 
narrow white stripe on each side of their body 
and four pairs of prolegs. A unique larval 
characteristic is their brief jumping and flopping 
activity that occurs when disturbed. 

Two or more generations may occur each year, 
and potentially destructive green cloverworm 
larvae may be found in soybean fields from late 
June through September.  

Damage 

Early instars skeletonize the underside of 
soybean leaves, leaving the upper leaf surfaces 
intact. Later instar larvae consume all leaf tissue, 
leaving only the major veins and giving the plants 
a ragged, hail-damaged appearance.  

Green cloverworm larval populations can be 
found in most fields, but usually do not reach 
damaging levels due to their susceptibility to 
attack by parasites and pathogens. Parasitized 
larvae appear mottled brown and slightly 
shrunken with their bodies tapered at one or 
both ends. They are typically found attached to 
leaves. Some diseased larvae may be found 
dangling from leaves, their bodies having turned 
a powdery pink or white color. 

Sampling Method 

• Necessary only if, during field visits, defoliation levels indicate that further sampling is 
necessary and numerous green cloverworm are present in the field.  

• 5 areas of a field, 20 sweeps in each area  

Larva  
Photo by J. Obermeyer 

Adult  
Photo by J. Obermeyer 

Leaf defoliation  
Photo by J. Obermeyer 



• Determine the percentage defoliation level for individual plants in each sampling area of 
the field and estimate the average percentage defoliation level for the field as a whole.  

• Note any parasitized or diseased larvae found while moving through the field. These 
data will give a clue as to if the population is being significantly impacted by these 
natural controls.  

• Record other foliage feeders (eg., bean leaf beetle, Japanese beetle, etc.) that are 
captured in the sweep net samples. 

Management Guidelines 

Soybean Insect Control Recommendations: E-series 77-W (PDF)  

• Before treatment, consider the following: 

1. Whether the number of larvae present is increasing, decreasing, or appears to be 
constant 

2. The average defoliation level for the field 
3. Whether the number of diseased and/or parasitized larvae is increasing or 

decreasing in comparison to previous field visits 
4. Other insect defoliators present.  

• Green cloverworm is especially susceptible to disease and attack by parasites, and 
populations are commonly controlled naturally without the application of an insecticide. 

 
 
 

 
 
Before applying insecticides to control green 
cloverworm, determine the condition of the 
larval population. These caterpillars are very 
susceptible to parasitization and diseases. 
 
 

Cloverworm “mummy,’ parasitized by a tiny 
wasp 
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http://extension.entm.purdue.edu/publications/E-77.pdf


 
 
 

 

Egg of a parasitic fly 
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Diseased, “chalky” larva 
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