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HERPETOLOGY IN 

HUNGARY 

Hungary has never been an important cen
ter for herpetological research for several 
reasons. In the entire country there are only 
16 species of amphibians and 15 species of 
reptiles. Our geographical situation and world 
political position, such as the absence of pos
sessions. contribute to the general lack of 
professional interest in herpetology. Lajos 
Mehely (1862-1953) is probably the best 
known Hungarian herpetologist. 

The official center for herpetological re
search is the Herpetology Department of the 
Hungarian Natural History Museum of Bud
apest. Only a few other scientists conduct 
herpetological research. Working mostly on 
their own, without benefit of colleagues in 
their own institutions, their research follows 
mostly ecological, faunistic, taxonomic and 
toxi col og ical themes. Unfortunately, h erpe� 
tology in Hungary has neither a unifying 
organization nor its own periodical. The more 
significant papers are scattered primarily in 
the following periodicals: Allattani Kozleme
nyek, Vertebrata Hungarica, Acta Zoologies, 
and Acta Blologica Szegediensis. Only rarely 
are Hungarian authors able to publish in for
eign herpetol ogical periodicals. 

Officially, all herpetofauna in Hungary are 
under total protection as a means of conser
vation. Hungary is also a member of the 
"Washington Convention" since 1985. Sev
eral notable herptiles which are found in our 
country include: Ablepharus kitaibelii fitzin
geri (Mertens), Coluber iugu/aris caspius
(Gmelin), and Vipera ursinii rakosiensis 
(Mehely). 

The once rich herpetofauna of Hungary 
has suffered reductions in population sizes, 
as is the case in many parts of the world. The 
primary reason for this is !arge scale farming 
and increased use of chemicals. Also, in the 
early 1960s, animal collecting campaigns 
accompanied the land-drainage programs in 
some of the marshy habitats. Today, all habi
tats which are home to the meadow viper are 
under strict protection. and some smaller 
"Sanctuaries" are completely f e need to pro
tect the species. Nevertheless. there is much 
to be done to promote conservation tech
niques which will support population growth 
of this viper. 

In 1985 and 1987, Mr. Keith F. Corbett and 
several other herpetologists visited Hungary 
on behalf of the Conservation Committee of 
the Societas Euro pea Herpetolog ica. Their 
purpose was to advise on the means of habi
tat protection for V. ursinii rakosiensis, as 
well as to help in determining the current 
population status of this species. 

The First Herpetological Congress of 
Socialist Countries, in 1981, was the most 
important herpetological event in Hungary in 
the last decade. It was organized by Mr. Oliver 
Gy. Dely and was attended by a number of 
prominent herpetologists, including several 
from the Western Hemisphere. This meeting 
was extremely valuable in promoting inter
change among scientists from different 
countries. 

In recent years, the keeping of amphibians 
and reptiles by amateurs has become more 
widespread than ever before. Individual pet 
keepers have not been able to successfully 
form any major herpetological societies. 
There are about five or six organized amateur 
groups in the country, but their membership 
is small and they function only sporadically. 
The most reliable of these groups is the "Her-. 

HERPETOLOGICAL 

HUSBANDRY 

See Herp. Review 19(1) tor author's instruc
tions. 

CAPTIVE REPRODUCTION 

OF THE SAN FRANCISCO 

GARTER SNAKE 

Thamnophis sirtalis 
tetrataenia 

The San Francisco garter snake Thamno
phis sirtalis tetrataenia is a peninsular race of 
the common garter snake endemic to the San 
Francisco Peninsula and known only from 
San Mateo County, California (Fox 1951; 
Barry 1978). It is currently listed as endan
gered by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 
the International Union for Conservation of 
Nature and Natural Resources (1.U.C.N.), and 
the California Department of Fish and Game. 
The status of wild populations has been 
reported by Bury (1971), Medders ( 1976), and 
Barry (1978). 

petological Studio" in the town of �rd; this 
group publishes the periodical Terrarium. 

The total number of amateur and profes
sional herpetologists in Hungary is estimated 
to be about one hundred individuals, but only 
a dozen or so can be considered scientists. 

A proposal has recently been made to cre
ate a herpetol og ical section within the Nation
al Environment and Nature Protection Office, 
in order to help coordinate the herpetological 
activities occurring 'Nithin our country. Pas
si bl e activities of th is office inc I u de establish
ing training camps for youths interested in 
amphibians and reptiles and preventing the 
destruction of frogs and toads as they cross 
roads to reach their breeding site. 

Very few books in  the area of herpetology 
are published in the Hungarian language. In 
order to remain current in the field, amateur 
and professional herpetologists must read 
literature in English, German, or Russian. 
Only ten books relating to herpetology were 
published in Hungarian in the last twenty-two 
years, and most of these were popular/educa
tional books. 

Current trends indicate that there will be 
increasing numbers of both amateur and pro
fession al herpetologists in the near future in
our country and we anticipate significant 
advances in Hungarian herpetology. 
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On 7 March 1983, tile Dallas Zoo (D.Z.) and 
the Fort Worth Zoo (F.W.Z.) received a group 
of confiscated T. s. tetrataenia. Captive re-· 
production for this subspecies has not pre
viously been reported. Data on six captive 
breedings of T. s. tetrataenia are presented 
here. 

MATERIALS AND METHODS 

Each zoo received three juvenile snakes 
and one subadult. The snakes represent two 
broods from two wild-caught, gravid females 
originally collected in the Pescadero Creek 
area of San Mateo Co .. California (K. Mc
Cloud, pers. comm.). The juveniles were be
lieved to be siblings from one wild-caught, 
gravid female, and the subadults siblings 
from another wild-caught, gravid female. 
The ref ore, two different brood Ii nes were avail
ab le for breeding. 

Sexing revealed a ratio of one juvenile 
male, one s_ubadult male, and two juvenile 
females ( F. W .Z.); and three juvenile males 
and one subadult female (D.Z.). Fecal exami
nation revealed the presence of a coccidea 
infestation in all of the snakes, which was 
treated with da i I y oral administration (in
jected into the food items) of sulfamethazine 
at a dosage of 75 mg/kg body mass for seven 
days. 
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