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Salvadora grahamiae lineata (Texas Patch-
nose Snake): JIM HOGG Co. 1.6 km NE
Hebbronville, 31 May 1868. J. Davis. TAIC-
1524. .
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NEW HR SECTION

HR's feature article file is burgeoningto the
point of ridiculousness, and the current lag
time to publication is about 18 months. A
number of manuscripts on “hold” are ones
which could be condensed into rather brief
notes, following the same generaf format as
GEOGRAPHICDISTRIBUTION. Hence, begin-
ning with this issue, HR will start a LIFE HIS-
TORY NOTES section analagous to Geogra-
phic Distribution. Individual notes are to
concern only one species, and authors are
requested to choose a keyword which BEST
describes the nature of their note (e.q.,
Reproduction, Longevity, Coloration, Morph-
ology, etc.). Figures are permissibie to iilus-
trate any data, but should REPLACE words
rather than embellish them. The section’s
Intent is to convey information rather than
demonstrate prose. Articles will stiil be review-
8d and edited prior to acceptance.

General format is: SCIENTIFIC NAME in
caps (Common Name in parentheses — use

k’w; @W}"L’ M

Collins, et af. 1978. STANDARD COMMON
AND CURRENT SCIENTIFIC NAMES FOR
NORTH AMERICAN AMPHIBIANS AND REP-
TILES, forNorth American forms). KEYWORD
in caps. Data on the animal (references may
be briefly cited in text — DO NOT include
complete literature reviews — use summary
articles wherever possibie). Place of depaosi-
tion or intended deposition of specimen(s)
and catalog number(s). Then. skip aline and
close with Submitted by (Name(s) in caps)
(addresses). Recommended citation for items
appearing inthissectionis as for Geographic
Distribution notes.

Additionally, I shali review our stock of arti-
cles on hand and begin to reformat manus-
cripts best suited to this section. | do not
expect this to cause trauma to authors, but
should you NOT want your paper expedited
into print, piease let me know. GRP
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CRYPTOBRANCHUS ALLEGANIENSIS (Hell-
bender) LONGEVITY. Bowier {(1977.Longev-
ity of reptiles and amphibians in North Amer-
ican collections. SSAR Herp. Circ., 6:1-32)
reported6 years the maximum tongevity for a
wild-caught, captive hellbender in a North
American collection. Nickerson and Mays
(1873. The hellbenders: North American
“Giant salamanders.” Publ. Biol. Geol. Mil-
waukee Pub. Mus.,, 1:1-106) pubiished reports
of ages of 30 and 55 years based on speci-
mens maintained in collections outside North
America.

On 24 June 1972, Max A. Nickerson coi-
lected an adult hellbender in the Niangua
River, 0.8 km downstream from Bennett
Springs, Dallas County, Missouri. It was
donated to the Museum of Natural History,
University of Kansas, where it has been main-
tained alive as of this date, a fangevity of over
ten years. It has been kept at room tempera-
ture.in a thirty gafion aquarium with gravel
substrate, and fed newborn mice on a weekly
basis. it appears to be thriving and will be
placed at the Oklahoma City Zoo in the near
future.

A number of persons have cared for the
hellbender since its arrival at the Museum,

and they deserve credit for the success in
maintaining it. They are: Janice J. Perry, Ray

E. Ashton, Andrea Stamm|er, Mary E. Daw-

son, Kelly J. lrwin, Eric M. Rundquist and
Hank Guarisco.

Submitted by JOSEPH T. COLLINS,
Museum of Naturai History, University of
Kansas, Lawrence, Kansas 66045 and He-
search Associate, Dallas Zog, 621 East Cla-
rendon Drive, Dailas, Texas 75203 ®

AMBYSTOMA TALPOIDEUM (Mole Sala-
mander) MORPHOLOGY. A five-legged mole
salamander (Ambystoma talpoideum) was
cotlected on 5 March, 1981 from a pitfa)l trap
and drift fence at Flamingo Bay, Aiken County,
South Caroiina (Fig. 1). The specimen was a
gravid female with a snout-vent length of54.5
mm. Both legs are functional, but cnty one leg
at a time is used for locomaotion, alternating
between the two limbs. An X-ray indicated the
extra [imb has a normal skeletal structure.

Thisanomaly apparently occurs infrequent-
ly in natural populations. While monitoring
five breeding popuiations of A. talpoideéum
and recording greater than 17,935 original
captures (8,590 juveniies, 9,345 adults) since
1878, a five-legged individual has occurred
only once, a resuitant frequency of 0.000058.
Otherabnormalities recorded include at ieast
two individuals with forked tails and dozens
with forked and fused toes, the latter often
veing induced from toe-clipping.

Fig. 1. A dorsal view of a five-iegged 'mo'le.
salamander, Ambystoma talpoideum.

RAYMOND D. SEMLITSCH

GARY B. MOCRAN

CYNTHIA A. SHOEMAKER

Savannah River Ecology Laboratory

P.O. Drawer E

Aiken, SC 29801 USA @

| This book presents complete and concise imformation on the
fourteen kinds of turtles currently known to occur in
Kansas. Each of these turtles is treated in an account which
{ contains one or more color photographs, common and
sctentific name, and descriptions of its size and identifying
characteristics, habitat, oreeding habits, food preferences.
predators, defense mechanisms. general range, species with
which it might be confused. how to observe itin the wild, and
a detailed map of its distribution in Kansas.

| ' TURTLES IN KANSAS

Janalee P. Caidwell and Joseph T. Collins

In addition, this book contains a non-technical key for
tdentifying living turtles. and an illustrated technical key to
preserved specimens of turtles for use by biology classes. 80
pages, 16 color photographs, $5.25 each. postage paid.
(Kansas residents add 3.59% sales. Outside U.S. add 5%

Handimng.) Order from: AMS Publications

A Division of Meseraull Printing, 1nc.

Route 2 Box 1 f
Lawrence, Kansas 66044

913-843-1199
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