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Our major problem in order to meet our current missions in the im
mediate years ahead is how to take care of a compounding enrollment (469 
total students in the fall of 1971) with a small faculty (28 total with 
12 allocated to teaching) and completely inadequate space in laboratories 
and classrooms. At the same time, we must continue to maintain an active 
research program supported by funds that bring with them moral obligations 
to produce results. 

What is our current program like? First, it now includes a combina
tion of such important resource areas as forestry, wildlife, outdoor 
recreation, and wood utilization. These have been carefully fitted to
gether over the years to form a first-class training in professional for
estry, wood utilization, and wildlife science as well as a beginning in 
the newer area of outdoor recreation. While student populations are high 
in all options, full development of staff and space have fallen behind 
the needs for a first-class educational operation in the newer areas. 

Our forestry training has been kept up-to-date and trimmed of any 
traditional "fat" in the way of outmoded courses and staff. Ecology has 
been for a hundred years the basis for forest practices and is being 
strengthened in our modern training at Purdue. The modern forester needs 
training in wildlife, and recreation as well as in timber and water pro
duction. These we have added and such changes have become a continuing 
process. "Never get jelled in an unyielding mold", has been our watch
word in dealing with mission-oriented planning. 

In wildlife, we have developed a basic training based on sound biology 
rather than applied management. And to help in this, we have added fish
eries and animal behavior specialists to the staff to broaden wildlife 
instruction. 

The future missions of the Department are being subjected to careful 
scrutiny by the faculty. We are unique in Indiana in several areas in
cluding forestry, and probably will continue to develope such special mis
sions. However, to second-guess, or prejudge, the forthcoming mission re
port would do an injustice to the planning efforts being made and that I 
do not intend to do at this time. 
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A Forum for Students in Forestry and Conservation 

The Purdue campus is calmer today than it has been in a decade. 

But students still have plenty of big-sized, medium-sized, and small

sized problems, and frustrations, that they would like to have something 

done about. For example, in the past few years students in Forestry 

and Conservation have been bothered about the need for more keypunches, 

the need for more night hours for the Forestry and Horticulture library, 

the need for better access to the calculator room, specific courses, 

course and instructor evaluation, course offerings, smoking in class

rooms, the non-returnable bottles used in the soft-drink vending machines, 

and the need for a student lounge, or club room. 

Students in Forestry and Conservation should be aware that they 

can refer this type of problem to the Departmental Planning Committee. 

Indeed, a number of the problems listed have been taken before the 

Committee and have been resolved to the satisfaction of all concerned. 

The Departmental Planning Committee, which was set up by Dr. Bramble 

in October, 1969, consists of four faculty members, four graduate students, 

and four undergraduate students. The forest production, wildlife science, 

conservation, and wood utilization options are equally represented. If 

a student has a problem to bring before the Committee, he, or she, may 

submit it in writing or present it in person. The merits of the question 

will be carefully considered and recommendations passed on to Dr. Bramble, 

who will take it up with the faculty. 

Consider a simple case: On October 15, 1970, the Planning Committee 

was informed that undergraduate students did not have sufficient access 

to the calculator room (room 210, Horticulture Building), and that they 

did not understand the policy concerning the use of the room. The Planning 

Committee discussed the problem and agreed that it should be made more 

convenient for undergraduates to use the room, and that a policy statement 

should be prepared and posted. This recommendation was submitted to the 

faculty and acted on in November, 1970. 

So remember, 

Students, no matter how you stor-m 
A gripe's no good without a forum, 
And forums don't do very well, 
Unless someone comes to show and tell. 

- C. I. Miller 
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Shidler Forest is becoming a major resource area for research by 
faculty and graduate students in Forestry and Conservation. Emphasis 
in experimental work has been on establishment, culture, genetic im
provement, and environmental relations of important central hardwood 
tree species. Most current hardwood studies are concerned with black 
walnut, a highly valuable and versatile native "Hoosier" species, and 
to a lesser extent with tulip poplar and cottonwood. Beginning in 1961, 
silvicultural studies conducted by Professor's Byrnes and Merritt have 
focused on planting methods, chemical week control, fertilization, site 
improvement, seedling verses seedling sprout development, pruning tech
niques, and provenance tests. Supporting basic studies are presently 
underway to investigate frost hardiness of black walnut and inherent 
tolerance of black walnut and tulip poplar to herbicides used for weed 
contra 1. 

Professor Beineke and his graduate students are working on the 
genetic improvement of black walnut. They have developed very good 
"green thumbs" for black walnut grafting and have established several 
experimental plantings for progeny testing, seed orchards, and controlled 
pollination. Professor Chaney, tree physiologist, has initiated experi
ments on branch abscission in black walnut and white oak to investigate 
natural pruning and chemical means of induction of pruning. 

In addition to formal teaching and research activities, Shidler 
Forest has also served an extension role through its use in workshops 
for federal, state, and private agencies and landowners; tours by pro
fessional and scientific organizations; and demonstration area for youth 
groups and students from other institutions. Further, it has been used 
by local groups such as bird watchers, nature lovers, and Sunday after
noon hikers. 

W. R. Byrnes 
Professor of Forestry 

Wally checks out some of his super Black Walnut plantations used for 
walnut grafts fertilizer research 
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Saw Mill for Sale: 

One haywire sawmill, nice location--
ten mile haul to the shipping station. 

Half-a-mile of plank road, rest of it mud-
six birdges (condemned) but otherwise good. 

Timber strictly yellow fir, very few knots-
awfully sound between rotten spots. 

Fire box boiler, flues leak some-
injector patched with chewing gum. 

Darn good whistle and carriage track-
nine feet left on the old smoke stack. 

Belt's a little ragged--rats ate the laces-
head saw's cracked in a couple of places. 

The engine knocks and it's loose on its base-
the flywheel's chipped in a couple of places. 

There's a pile of side lumber and a few cull ties-
but they've been attached by some rough-neck guys. 

There's a mortgage on the land--it's now past due-
and I still owe for the machinery, too. 

But if you want to get rich, here's the place to begin--
it's a darn-good layout--

for the shape it's in. 

Anonymous 
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and Parker. Three things stand out to distinguish this week. Dr. Bramble 
showing us new and different bog species with scientific names to match is 
number one. Hurray for dendrology! The second thing is when we, that is 
the entire troup of 38 guys, 1 girl, and 3 professors got lost. It was 
somewhere in the Sylvania Tract and somehow we got back having learned one 
priceless fact. Even the head of a forestry department can occassionally 
get lost in the woods. The final thing was scatology. I don't exactly know 
how to put this into publishable English, but its got something to do with 
finding out how many deer are on an acre by doing a certain amount of count
ing of a certain item. 

Drs. Merritt and Byrnes came next. This was another instructional per
iod in basic forestry as the first three weeks had been. We learned a lot 
from these two profs and besides lea~ning something we got to chop down trees 
legally for the first time. It's great fun! 

The finale of the college part of Summer Camp '71 was Dr. Eckelman 
showing us what happened to the trees after we had counted, named and cut 
them. The old bus got a good workout this last week and it made it, sur
prizing everyone. Now we leave the 'work" part of our summer, and get to 
the "other part. 11 

The other fourteen hours of each day and the weekends make up the 
"other part. 11 I give it that name because so many different things went 
on that it's hard to lump them under one title. The list of events that 
occurred is too long to describe each one, so I'll simply relate a few of 
the happenings and leave the rest up to your memories or imagination. The 
best place to begin is the place where most nights ended-- Mr. Earl's. For 
those who have been there the memories (fond or otherwise) still linger. 
For those who haven't been to camp imagine a haven of civilization in the 
wilderness, think of the exact opposite, and that's Earl's. Some people 
practiced for the conclave with Michigan and its a good thing they dido 
We won 43-42. Other things include: a Kegger with Michigan, "tubing", 
fishing, talking to "the Rabbi". swimming, the cabin on the pine, swerving 
off roads to miss deer (real or fanticised), chopping down trees on bath
house roofs, and assorted other adventures either unmentionable or too in
volved to tell you now. For further information, see anyone involved in 
the saga of '71. 

I've talked about the activities of the summer camp of 1971, both 
scholastic and extra curricular, but there is one more area I'd like to 
cover. It's the area involving the basic attitude of everyone at camp. 
This atti~ude was aptly summed up by the words scrawled on the lecture 
room wall "Gain' Home." 

Chuck Wierman 
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PURDUE'S WILDLIFE AREA 

One of Purdue's least well-known assets is its wildlife management 
experimental area. Located on Ind. 26 approximately seven miles west of 
the campus, Purdue Baker Wildlife Area allows students to observe wild
life in a variety of habitats. 

Perhaps even more important, the area serves as a laboratory for the 
university's wildlife management students. Wildlife majors with ideas for 
experiments and projects are allowed to conduct these on the area. Two 
students are engaged in activities on the area this spring. 

Randy Showalter, a senior with a summer's experience studying Canada 
geese at the Jasper-Pulaski State Fish & Wildlife Area, is studying the 
wood duck on a portion of the area's extensive marsh acreage. Showalter 
is using eight artificial wood duck nesting boxes in one bay of the marsh 
in an attempt to determine what factors influence the wood duck's habit of 
"dumping" eggs into certain boxes without actually nesting. 

He has converted the half-open ends of five of the horizontal, cylindri
cal nesting structures into trap doors., triggered by lines he operates from 
a blind on shore. These traps allow him to capture the ducks for banding 
and marking purposes. The study will be continued in the future, and it is 
hoped the bill markers used to mark the ducks will be adequate for identifi
cation purposes. 

Another student, Tom Sporre, is studying the Eastern bluebird in the 
Lafayette area. He has constructed and located 22 bluebird houses on fence 
posts along county roads and on the wildlife area and is also using boxes 
already on Purdue Baker, attempting to determine the habitat conditions 
most desired by the bluebird, a species whose numbers have decreased with 
the advent of the metal fence post and increased burning and elimination 
of tree stumps. Bluebirds once nested extensively in cavities in old 
stumps and wooden fence posts. 

Visitors are welcome to explore Purdue Baker but are asked to notify 
the family of caretaker Bob Brown of their presence. Brown's house is 
located along the property's entrance road. 

Tom Sporre 
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Purdue Wins Top Honors at Midwestern Foresters Conclave 

Top individual honors (a shiny yellow MAC chain saw) at this years 
conclave went to Al Saberniak. Al's efforts in Forestry at Purdue have 
not gone unrewarded, but after a technical miscalculation lost Al his 1st 
place individual spot last year we were glad to see him win it this year. 

Purdue's first place win last year set up a rough record to pursue. 
With the loss of big Jude Richardson, Randy Dennman, Jim Barnhart and the 
Foszczs we were a bit weaker physically and experience wise. Al Saberniak 
was back along with Larry Snyder and Dick Bower, as well as last years 
log rolling champs Bruce Evans and Brian Sparks. Although not new faces 
Jack Thorne, Bill Wilkinson, Steve Hart, Andy-Yen son-Johnson, and sopho
more Todd Klitka also made it up to Kalamazoo. 

The trip to the Kellogg tract was uneventful for most, but the ride 
back did offer some excitement, especially after going to the kegger. 

The events started bright and too early at least for the tobacco 
spitters; some tried to save up juice from the week before. Not only did 
the judges frown on it, the guys darn near made everyone around sick just 
watching. Missouri's Smith spit out a phenomenal performance with one 
spit over 150, almost beating all other individual's combined spits--that 
kid must have a plug for breakfast everyday to be able to score 359 points 
before 8:30a.m.! Missouri's big spit win set them up for the days champi
onship place but after dendro and traverse slowed them down we thought the 
log roll could change the early tide. The ridiculous 50 foot long legs of 
the course played heck with most rollers. With most times over 3 minutes 
Sparks and Evans broke through to gain the lead with a 2:54.3. Saberniak 
and Bower followed after the expert advice and methods of the afore 
ed teammates and payed off to set a new 1st place mark of 2:45.9. Then on 
Missouri's last run, using every man on their team to watch the board and 
stakes they pushed through with a 2:22.8 capturing 1st place in the log 
and 1st place in the total standings. 

The bolt throw confirmed Missouri's stand with their capturing 1st 
and 2nd they moved away from 2nd standing Michigan. One man buck brought 
Minnesota's saws to life taking 3 of 4 places, the other going to Missouri 
setting the stage for the final results. The chain throw brought big Al 
out into the open again and Al's 1st and Steve Hart's 3rd kept P.U. in the 
running only to have the match split stop our short lived assult. 

Saberniak again a favored winner got suprised in the chopping event 
as did everyone else. Mr. Sullivan of Missouri told us afterwards he was 
related to John 0. but that he decided to take out his anxieties on chunks 
of wood. That's alright Al, you were a darn close second. Minnesota's 
1st and Missouri's 2nd, 3rd, and 4th in the 2 man buck finished off the 
regular events with Missouri 1st, Minnesota 2nd, and Purdue 3rd in overall 
standings. The special event was a goodie as usual but at first it looked 
pretty simple. After all, what could be bad about having to push a log 
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