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TURF-46-W Sedge Control for Turf Professionals

Other Problem Sedges

Purple nutsedge (Cyperus rotundus), annual sedge
(Cyperus compressus), shining flatsedge (Cyperus
bipartitus), and false-green kyllinga (Kyllinga gracillima)
are other sedges found in Midwest turf. Purple nutsedge
is not as cold hardy as yellow nutsedge, thus this
species is limited to southern portions of Midwest.

Purple nutsedge has darker leaf blades than yellow
nutsedge, and has a more blunt leaf tip (Figure 12).
Purple nutsedge has a purple- to maroon-colored
seedhead (Figure 13).

Figure 12. Purple nutsedge (left) has a blunt leaf tip, while
yellow nutsedge has a sharply pointed leaf tip.
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Figure 13. Compare the color of the purple nutsedge
seedhead with the yellow nutsedge seedhead shown in
Figure 8.

Annual sedge (Figure 14), shining flatsedge (Figure 15),
and false-green kyllinga (Figure 16) are smaller sedge
species that have more compact seedheads. These
species spread by seed, and false-green kyllinga also
spreads by rhizomes. Like yellow and purple nutsedges,
annual sedge, shining flatsedge, and kyllinga can be
identified by their triangular stems and three-ranked leaf
arrangement. Annual sedge and kyllinga can survive
lower mowing heights than yellow nutsedge and can be
found in golf course fairways, tees, and putting greens,
as well as other turf areas.

Figure 16. A false-green kyllinga seedhead.

Cultural control practices for these other sedge species
are limited, but similar to those yellow nutsedge. Purple
nutsedge, false-green kyllinga, and annual sedge can be
controlled with similar herbicides used to control yellow
nutsedge with some exceptions. See Table 1 for the

e icacy and safety of these herbicides.

Summary

In summary, sedges are problem weeds and require
herbicide use for control. Many herbicides are available
for sedge control, but proper herbicide use and
application timing are critical to optimize control.

For best results, apply herbicides prior to tuber or seed
production. The most common mistake is to apply herbicides
too late in the season, after sedges are big, spreading by
rhizomes, producing tubers, and for some species, producing
viable seeds. A good sedge control program will need
to be implemented early in the season and continue for
consecutive years to reduce tuber populations in the soil
and prevent the spread of this problematic weed.






