
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
December 7, 2021 
Moving from Projects to System Change: 
Future Research Agenda 

 
Moderator 
Dr. Simon Winter, Executive Director, Syngenta 
Foundation for Sustainable Agriculture. Dr. Winter has 
served on many boards and advisory bodies in 
international economic, agriculture, and food sector 
development. Currently, he chairs the Steering 
Committee of the Farm to Market Alliance and the 
board of ACRE Africa and holds advisory positions with 
the World Economic Forum and the Private Sector 
Mechanism for the Committee on World Food 
Security. 

Power in Systems Change 
Ms. Liz Diebold, Managing Director-Social 
Investment, Skoll Foundation. Ms. Diebold manages a 
strategic investment portfolio in high performing social 
enterprises and also leads collaborative funding 
engagements. She has significant experience in the 
broad areas of investment and finance in developing 
markets and has held positions with USAID, World 
Economic Forum, Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, 
OPIC, and as a development consultant. 

https://maillinks.purdue.edu/t/42312945/1588623903/85768223/0/1004686/?x=a2f1d026


 

 

Unlocking Private Capital for Inclusive 
& Sustainable Agriculture 
Mr. Brian Milder, Founder & CEO, Aceli Africa. Mr. 
Milder leads Aceli Africa, a market incentive facility that 
aims to unlock $600M in private sector lending to 
small- and medium-enterprises (SMEs) in the East 
African agriculture sector by 2025. He is also co- 
founder and serves as Director of the Council on 
Smallholder Agricultural Finance (CSAF), an alliance of 
17 impact lenders that promote industry standards and 
best practices for agricultural SME lending globally. 

The Seqota Declaration-An Innovative 
Commitment of the Government of 
Ethiopia to Ending Stunting 
Dr. Sisay Sinamo Boltena, Senior Program 
Manager, Seqota Declaration Federal Program 
Delivery Unit, Ministry of Health - Ethiopia. Dr. Sisay 
has a broad range of international experience in the 
field of developmental and emergency health and 
nutrition programs across Africa. He is among the 
founding members of the Ethiopian Nutrition Leaders 
Network, Secretary General for the Africa Nutrition 
Society and has been instrumental in linking the 
Society with the African Union. 

Innovation to Scaling to Change 
Dr. Peter Hirst, Assistant Director of International 
Programs in Agriculture & Professor of 
Horticulture, Purdue University. Dr. Hirst was a 
Jefferson Science Fellow in the USAID Bureau for 
Food Security during 2018-19 and is a Fellow of the 
American Society for Horticultural Science. He is also a 
guest professor at the Northwest Agricultural and 
Forestry University in China and former president of 
the American Pomological Society. 

Forum themes 
• Farms and Farmers of the Future - March 2 - 30, 2021 
• Innovations in Genetic Improvement of Agricultural Systems - May 11 - June 8, 2021 
• Innovations in Post-Harvest Management – July 13 - 27, 2021 
• Innovations in Information & Communication Technologies - August 31-Sept. 21, 2021 
• Innovations in Entrepreneurship, Especially Among Youth – October 19- 27, 2021 
• Innovations in Scaling – November 16 - December 7, 2021 

About the Global Agriculture Innovation Forum: 
The Global Agriculture Innovation Forum is a joint undertaking between USDA’s Foreign 
Agricultural Service and Purdue University’s Office of International Programs in Agriculture. The 
Forum will be valuable to entrepreneurs, producers, value-chain operators, service providers, 
and researchers, as well as donor agencies and implementing partners and consists of a series 
of virtual events held throughout 2021.  
 
globalaginnovationforum.org, Twitter: @PurdueIntlAg 
 

 

https://maillinks.purdue.edu/t/42312945/1588623903/85768223/1/1004686/?x=6565b374



