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…IS A PUBLIC GOOD – 
E-Extension Service

Knowledge is power. 
Information is 
liberating. Education is 
the premise of 
progress, in every 
society, in every family. 
– Kofi Annan



A BRIEF HISTORY OF SAWBO



LEADERSHIP TEAM AT SAWBO

Dr. Julia Bello-Bravo

Assistant Professor, Purdue University
Co-Founder and Co-Director of SAWBO

Two decades of field experience in Africa

Led decade of USAID funded RCT 
experiments on the use of animations in 

educational interventions

Led dozens of grants, included USAID 
funded grants, around educational systems 

approaches to scaling of R4D innovations

Lead or senior author of over 40 papers on 
scaling of R4D innovations

Dr. John Medendorp

Associate Director, Urban Center, Purdue 
University

Deputy Director of USAID’s FTF Legume 
Systems Research Innovations Lab (>16.5 

million USD in funding)

Has lead or co-led more than 150 million 
USD in USAID funded programs

Directed USAID’s largest ever agricultural 
capacity development program (BHEARD)

Has implemented development projects in 
Latin America, Africa, and Asia

Dr. Barry Robert Pittendrigh

Co-Founder and Co-Director of SAWBO

John V. Osmun Endowed Chair Professor, 
Purdue University

Director of USAID’s FTF Legume Systems 
Research Innovations Lab 

Director, Urban Center, Purdue University

>50 million USD in career funding

>200 peer-reviewed publications and book 
chapters



SAWBO AS E-EXTENSION

• All SAWBO materials are made with global and local experts 
– government researchers, Consultative Group on 
International Agricultural Research (CGIAR) centers, 
universities, extension services.

• SAWBO is part of the public sector – our goal is sharing of 
extension materials so everyone can benefit.

• We also make platforms that make it easy for you to access 
and use these materials.

• Once you access these materials, they are yours to use, copy 
and share (online and offline) indefinitely for FREE!



HOW SAWBO WORKS



Scientific Animations without Borders 
(SAWBO)



SCIENTIFIC ANIMATIONS WITHOUT 
BORDERS (SAWBO) OUTCOMES

12 years Over 130 
Countries

Six of the seven continentsLaunched in 2011

Over 150 Topic 
Areas

With cultural adaptations 
for certain areas

Over 300 
Languages

Over 300 languages & 
language variants

55,000,000+ 
People

Over one million reached over 
three days through YouTube 

promotions

Pennies per Person 
Impacted

Low cost per person and highly 
scalable impact

Global Collaboration -
Local Impact

Global & local experts engaged in 
co-creation processes



SAWBO IN AFRICA 

West Africa
Burkina Faso
Benin
Ghana
Nigeria
Niger
Sierra Leone
Liberia
Mali

East Africa
Kenya
Uganda
Tanzania
Rwanda 
Burundi
Ethiopia
Madagascar

Central Africa
Democratic 
Republic of Congo

Southern Africa
Malawi
Mozambique
Zimbabwe
Zambia 
Lesotho



WORKING WITH YOUTH 
AT THE COAST OF KENYA 
- DIANI
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WORKING IN KIGALI - 
RWANDA
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TRAINING WORKSHOPS
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PEACEBUILDING IN MALI
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DONATING BOOKS TO LIBRARIES IN MALAWI
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WHATSAPP NETWORKS

Some of the countries in which the SAWBO WhatsApp network 
covers.



THE CASE OF 
SAWBO WHATSAPP 
GROUP IN KENYA

Kataru Concepts/SAWBO formed 
a WhatsApp group network



THE KNOWLEDGE MANAGER 

• Welcomes members, adds them to 
the group, trains them on how to use 
the videos and share them. 

• Ensures that discussions are focused, 
respectful and inclusive. 

• Shares resources for learning such as 
videos, blogs and still photos of the 
video animations to enhance the 
learning experiences. 

• Responds to questions and shares for 
other videos to provide 
supplementary information where 
needed. 

• Shares with the group guidelines and 
checks on them to ensure that they fit 
into the group. 

• Removes members who do not 
adhere to the group guidelines. 

• Deletes some information that is 
shared on the platform, especially if 
it is political or not related to the 
goal of the group. 



THE SAWBO NETWORKS



PRACTICES OF SAWBO WHATSAPP  
GROUPS

• Information seeking and sharing spaces
• Allows dialogue and discussion to solve problems
• Taking turns to share knowledge, ask questions 

and respond
• Nature of WhatsApp allows iterative discussion
• Respect, and ‘hierarchy’ observed
• Democratic space 
• Building relationships 



THE BENEFITS OF SAWBO WHATSAPP 
GROUPS

• Access to lifelong learning practices such as information, knowledge 
sharing, resources and collaboration. 

• WhatsApp group provides a platform for informal learning skills and 
virtual community of practice (COP). 

• Farmers can access video animations in local languages and engage 
in discussion with other farmers. 

• Farmers gain technology literacy. 

• Attaining some Sustainable Development Goals (SDGS). 



SAWBO AND THE SDGS



WORKING WITH FORMER MWF 

Empowering DRC Farmers: Transforming Agriculture Through Animated Knowledge 
https://mailchi.mp/sawbo-animations/empowering-drc-farmers-transforming-
agriculture-through-animated-knowledge



OPPORTUNITIES TO VOLUNTEERS WITH 
SAWBO

• Knowledge manager
• Blogger
• Translator
• Voice Over Artist
• Video Animation Disseminator
• Collaborator 
• Musician

• Prevention of Coronavirus song  
https://sawbo-animations.org/886

• Malaria prevention song 
https://sawbo-animations.org/638

• The Jerrican technique song 
https://sawbo-animations.org/641

https://sawbo-animations.org/886
https://sawbo-animations.org/638


GROUP ACTIVITY 
• In groups of 4-5 identify animations that can be used in your 

organization? See video library - https://sawbo-animations.org/
• Identify the languages that you would like to be included in the 

list?
• Would you be interested in translating and recording your voice 

over where your language is missing?
• Can you propose a friend to do translate and do the voice over?
• Type your responses and read some of them loudly. 
• Feel free to send this information to me via 

alutomia@purdue.edu 

mailto:alutomia@purdue.edu


Anne Namatsi Lutomia, PhD
alutomia@purdue.edu
Cellphone Whatsapp - +1 217-220-1902

See SAWBO video animations: https://sawbo-
animations.org/

THANK YOU!

QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS

mailto:alutomia@purdue.edu

