
Community Education & Engagement Methods in Transylvania, 
Romania 

May 11 – 27, 2025 Three credits
Certificate in Entrepreneurship and Innovation Capstone

• Dr. Sarah LaRose, slarose@purdue.edu, ASEC
• Dr. Kara Salazar, salazark@purdue.edu, FNR Extension
• Dr. Mark Russell, mrussell@purdue.edu, ASEC
o Drs. Andreea Ona, andreea.ona@usamvcluj.ro

Plant Genetic & Breeding and 
o Daniel Chiciudean, daniel.chiciudean@usamvcluj.ro, 

Rural & AG Economics; USAMV Cluj-Napoca, Romania 

1 credit “Planning For International Engagement 
Methods – ASEC 43100”– 2nd 8 weeks, Spring 2025

Immersion in Romania villages:
 live and work as part of teams with university students from Cluj 

Napoca in rural villages. 
 stay in homes with local families. 
 visit medieval town of Sighisoara, the home of Vlad Tepes (Dracula) 

and other fortresses and landmarks
 learn to communicate, share knowledge and engage in diverse 

communities and cultures effectively
 apply your knowledge and principles to public engagement, and 

entrepreneurship to promote cultural sustainability
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Where is Romania?

• A post-soviet country with 
democracy since 1989

• A member of the European Union 
and NATO

• West of the Black Sea
• Borders Hungary, Serbia, Moldova, 

Bulgaria, Ukraine 
• A safe and stable emerging 

economy
• Similar in geographic size of Oregon 

or Pennsylvania  states
• US Department of State – (08/15/2024)

Travel Advisory Romania - Level 1: 
Exercise Normal Precautions



Cluj Napoca – city (301,250) 
Communications, culture, and 

ethnography training in medieval city

OPEN FIELDS Foundation 

and
University of Agricultural 
Sciences and Veterinary Medicine, 
Cluj-Napoca (USAMV-Cluj)



USAMV and Cluj-Napoca

• Meet each other and hosts in Cluj Napoca Airport
• Settle into the Agronomia Club lodging
• Meet our host students and faculty members
• Discover the city of Cluj, sleep, breakfast and then the 

University of Agricultural Sciences and Veterinary Medicine
• Depart to Sibiu Judeţ and meet with the mayors and our host 

families
• Faculty will have transportation and visit all homes regularly. 



Our Romanian Partners

Open Fields Foundation

Local Villages of Sibiu Judeţ:
• Biertan,
• Copsa Mare,
• Mosna,
• Nemsa, 
• Richis,
• Valchid.



Our Romanian Partners

Open Fields Foundation
“our mission vision is to work with 
communities, helping them improve their 
lives and their environment.”

Through training and capacity 
building, Open Fields Foundation works 
with communities to identify and nurture 
shared values and envision and create a 
new future.

We are working in partnership with 
communities and other entities to create 
sustainable impact, empowering and 
inspiring people to make personal changes 
for a better world.

Open Fields Community 
Project Coordinator

https://www.openfields.ro/index.html


Our Purdue SA class experience

Course Learning Objectives:
o Critical Thinking: Apply critical thinking and ability to evaluate and 

critically assess opportunities and develop sound responses …. 
o Communication: Demonstrate the ability to communicate effectively 

while considering audience and purpose in a different cultural setting. 
o Teamwork: Demonstrate the ability to work constructively as part of a 

bi-national problem-solving team.
o Cultural Understanding: Demonstrate intercultural skills and 

knowledge of a range of cultures and an understanding of points of 
view of other than their own.

o Understand Social Science Principles: Evaluate the youth and 
community environment and organize an appropriate and effective 
educational program to address the desired outcomes. 

The Study Abroad Experience will become the (ASEC 43110) Community Education & 
Engagement Methods in Transylvania” course. Honors credit can be contracted. 

Overarching Goal: Empowering Purdue and USAMV-Cluj students to become global citizens 
through immersive experiences in community engagement, youth development, sustainable 
agriculture, and cultural exchange in the beautiful Transylvanian Highlands. 



The Study Abroad Experience IS A (ASEC 43110) Community Education & 
Engagement Methods in Transylvania” course.

How will we learn? There will be a course syllabus and this is “Learning By Doing with  
true Experiential Learning methods. Marius and your USAMV and Purdue 

professors have personally selected the 
villages and homes where we will be 
living.

Teams of three Purdue students and 
one USAMV student will live with and 
work with Romanian families and 
intentionally learn and contribute as 
possible.
Professors will be visiting all homes 
every day or two. 



Our Romanian Partners and 
planning for the future.

There are assignments and deliverables:

Individual Assignments:
• Guided Reflection Journals – three during the travels
• Participation in Group Reflection and debriefing sessions
• Individual Reflective Video Story: Due after the return to USA – “ah-ha” moments 

throughout the trip, learning outcomes and how you personally have been impacted.  
Working Group Intercultural Projects:
• Each bi-national student group will work together and collaborate with Open Fields staff 

and assist with the on-going community projects. 
• Your group will collaborate with a local leader and collect data to inform an Assessment 

of Community Opportunities which will be submitted after travel for future class visits. 
• Your group will submit a Community Partner Snapshot to the Purdue Journal of 

Service Learning. 
• Your group will create a Community Partner Documentation and Video Story -

incorporating images, local music and narrative, create a 3-4-minute video about your 
community partner and describe the experiences and engagement opportunities for 
Purdue students with the partner in the future. Include as many pictures and specific 
guidance for next year’s class as possible.



Additional destinations to visit
• Vișcri village
• Mihai Eminescu Trust
• Sighisoara Medieval City
• UNESCO site Saschiz
• Sibu Fortress and Towers



Visits to Sibu and Sighișoara

• The largest and wealthiest of the seven walled citadels 
built in the 12th century by German settlers -
Transylvanian Saxons.

• This walled town in the heart of Transylvania 
• Three 15th century towers have withstood 
• The 13th century Passage of Steps, an architectural 

masterpiece with twin staircases and archways, 
connects the Upper Town to the Lower Town.

• The Black Bear



12

Purdue’s Annual History with this SA model in Romania (2008-2016) 





Reflection!

“We came up with a good plan when we were in West Lafayette.  
Then we saw the situation in real-life and realized that our plan had 

to change.  Then we sat down with the farm managers and 
realized we had to change again. Then we found out about what 

resources they had (and did not have) and our plan changed 
again. In the end, we came up with a much better plan together, 

we were able to accomplish much more and we truly made a 
(small) difference.”



Costs and Logistics
● Use the QR Code and register for this class and pay the $500 deposit to hold your place.
● Be sure you have a Passport valid through all of 2025.
● Register for the spring semester, March 17 - May 8, ASEC 43100 “Planning for 

Community Education & Engagement Methods in Transylvania (ASEC 43100)
● Make travel plans with friends to arrive in CLJ airport by 4:30pm (16:30) Monday, May 12 
● Remaining fee of $2500 will be in your Summer session tuition statement.



http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=1396724&id=1166640100


• Dr. Sarah LaRose, 
slarose@purdue.edu, 
Agricultural Sciences Education and 
Communication  

• Dr. Kara Salazar, 
salazark@purdue.edu, 
Forestry & Natural Resources 
Extension

• Dr. Mark Russell, 
mrussell@purdue.edu
Agricultural Sciences Education  and 
Communication  

Mrs. Kara Hartman,
International Exchange and Study 

Abroad Manager
International Programs in Agriculture

khartman@purdue.edu
Phone: (765) 494-8458

Office: AGAD Room 104C

Address: 615 West State Street
Agriculture Administration Building, 
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