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AMUR CORKTREE 
ID

ǒ Grows to 40 feet tall, reaches 50 feet wid e

ǒ Distinct blocky and corky bark

ƺ Gray in mature corktree/golden tan in younger saplings

ǒ Pinnately compound leaves

ǒ Bright yellow cambium layer 

ƺ Most effective identifier

Mature corktree bark

Younger corktree 

bark/ yellow 

cambium



WHY ARE THEY SO INVASIVE? 

ǒ Corktree regenerates vigorously in high disturbance and is highly shade intolerant.

ƺ It regenerates well in burns, open fields, etc.

ǒ Produces a large number of seeds that can be dispersed by gravity or by birds.

ǒ Seeds remain viable for more than two years in the soil.

ǒ It tolerates a range of soil conditions, pH, drought, and pollutio n.

ǒ It is widely planted as an ornament al.



WHERE DID THEY 
ORIGINATE? 

ǒ Native to NE China, Russia, and Hokkaido Japan.

ǒ Brought to Harvard University Arnold Arboretum in 1906.

ǒ Naturalized in New York Botanical gardens by 1933.

ǒ Currently found in Illinois, Indiana,Michigan,Missouri, Wisconsin, New 

York, Pennsylvania, Virginia, and Massachusetts.

ǒ Well established in New York parks as an ornamental species presently.


