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The Hoosier Observer
Indiana CoCoRaHS monthly e-newsletter

October 2020

September 2020 Statistics
Total observers
reporting

540

Observers with no
missing reports

326

Percent of total 60

Average Daily Reports
per Day

436

Max # of Daily Reports
and Day

481 / 2

Significant Weather
Reports

2

Condition Monitoring
Reports

65

E-T Reports 275

Max Daily Rainfall
(County)

3.62" /
(Allen)

Another dry month for much of the
state.  We'd like to reach out and
thank those of you diligently
entering Condition Monitoring
Reports. We had 65 of these
reports entered last month and they
are helpful in determining the
impacts at your location.  The
information is then used to help
define the severity of drought for
the National Drought Monitor
Maps.  We'd love to see more, so
visit Condition Monitoring
Reports to learn more.

We came so close to that elusive
'500 reports day' in September. 
With 540 observers reporting, we
know we can make it happen. 
Remember to enter those zeroes!

To the 9 new observers (Allen [3],
Wayne [2], Marion, Ripley, White,
De Kalb), thanks for joining the
team!

September Precipitation in Indiana

The September 2020 statewide precipitation was only 1.49 inches --
1.68 inches below the 1981-2010 average.  The driest parts of the state
were across the central counties, with record-breaking dryness in
Hendricks, Owen, Johnson, and Morgan County (see map). The
monthly total range in precipitation throughout the state spanned from
barely a tenth of an inch to almost five inches!  Of the observers that
provided data every day, the greatest precipitation total for the month
was 4.79 inches at VALPARAISO 4.3 SW (Porter County), whereas the
lowest monthly precipitation total was only 0.08 inches at PLAINFIELD
0.5 SE (Hendricks County)! Of those with complete monthly records,
the maximum 1-day total was 2.59 inches on September 8 at WABASH
1.5 SW (Wabash County).  

Indiana Winter Precipitation Training Webinars

Wintertime precipitation brings a whole new level of fun to the
CoCoRaHS experience.  To learn more about how to make
observations of the variety of wintertime precipitation, sign up for our
upcoming training webinars.  The content will be the same in both
(aside from the Questions and Answer period)  We are offering two
dates to accommodate difference schedules.  The webinars will be
recorded and later posted on the Indiana CoCoRaHS website.  

Training Webinar #1: Monday, October 26th, 6-7pm ET (5-
6pm CT)

Training Webinar #2: Friday, October 30th, 3-4pm ET (2-3pm
CT)

If you are unable to attend either webinar, feel free to check out the
various training videos offered through the main CoCoRaHS website.

Freezing Weather and Your Rain Gauge
By Beth Hall and Steve Hilberg

Freezing temperatures have spread across Indiana this past week, reminding us that winter is coming.  An email
was sent out a few days ago reminding folks to think about removing the inner cylinder and funnel as winter
approaches, so as not to have it damaged in the event there is water collected prior to freezing.  While the
amount of water necessary to cause damage may need to be over 0.10", the freezing typically occurs over night
when we're often sleeping ... so why risk it?  If the water is frozen at the time of observation, be sure to let it melt
before making the measurement.  

When snow is expected, you will need to remove the funnel and inner measuring tube before any snow falls
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because the snow will otherwise quickly clog the funnel.

Finally, when temperatures start hovering around the freezing mark, you may find that removing the outer
cylinder from the mount (in order to eventually pour the liquid into the inner cylinder for measurement) is hard. 
Perhaps the cylinder has frozen to the mount brackets.  Users have found a variety of fun ways to minimize this
from happening by using a grease application (e.g., Vaseline, WD-40, white lithium grease) along the mounting
guides.

Want to learn more about winter precipitation CoCoRaHS measurement?  See the announcement above on our
upcoming training webinars!  

Can Your CoCoRaHS Station be Considered for a State Record?
by Steve Hilberg

Are your observing practices and rain gauge siting "record worthy"?  It may seem unlikely, but CoCoRaHS
stations can be under consideration when there are potential monthly or annual precipitation records to be
broken.  The density of CoCoRaHS stations means setting a monthly record is not out of the question.  In many
months, a CoCoRaHS station has had the largest total in the state.  CoCoRaHS stations can be considered for
records, along with the U.S. Cooperative network stations, because we have a standard and National Weather
Service (NWS)-approved rain gauge, established observing practices, and training.  That's just part of the story,
however.  I recently wrote about and reproduced a recent Twitter thread from the National Centers for
Environmental Information (NCEI) that outlined the process of verifying a state record in Virginia a couple of
years ago.  A CoCoRaHS station was one of three being evaluated for the record.  You can read about it in this
CoCoRaHS Blog post.

Water Year 2020 Summaries Now Available
by Steve Hilberg

The first run of the Water Year 2020 (10/1/2019-9/30/2020) Summaries have been completed and are available
for you to download and/or view.  There are two ways to access the reports.  The first is to select Water Year
Summary (WYS) under the View Data menu.  This will give you access to all states and all reports.  Find
Indiana, click on 2020, and the reports for each station will be listed alphabetically by county.  Select an option
for your station.  The second way to access your summary is to click on My Account in the top-line menu on the
CoCoRaHS web page and any available WYS for your station will be listed. You can also download an Excel
spreadsheet file that includes your data.  If you do not have Excel, there are several other options available and
are described on the CoCoRaHS Water Year web page.  This report is a terrific summary of your station's
reports.  Sheets in the workbook include a WYS Overview, which shows your report count and precipitation by
month; Days in the Water Year lists each daily and multi-day amount during the year; Daily Pcpn Reports
includes each daily observation you entered, including comments; MultiDay Pcpn Reports lists all of the multi-
day reports you entered; and Hail Reports lists any hail reports you entered.  Note: If the number of daily reports
plus the number of multi-day reports is greater than 366, then you have "overlapped" one or more daily reports
during the year.  These are identified in red in the Days in Water Year sheet.  Each day should be represented by
either a daily precipitation report OR a multi-day report.  If you need assistance in correcting this please let us
know.  Usually it is just a case of an incorrect start or stop date for the accumulation period.  It's not too late to
correct it, either.

After everyone has had a chance to check their data and make any additions or correction, the WYS will run
again.  Don't assume everything is complete and correct!  I found that I had not entered observations for two
days in the past water year, but was able to add them from my written record.  Now my observations are
complete.

If you Move or Change your Email Address

If you are moving to a new home and want to continue to participate in CoCoRaHS, please let us know as soon
as possible.  Your observations are tied to a specific location, so we don't want observations from your new
location associated with your previous location. The value of the observations is increased by their continuity at
that location, so consider suggesting to the buyer or new tenant of your home that they participate in
CoCoRaHS!  We have a brochure that you can download, print and give to them.  

When you know your new address, let us know.  When you are ready, we will close your old station and open a
new station at your new address (DO NOT sign up for CoCoRaHS again).  Once that's done, you can enter
observations from your new location.  If you are moving to a different state, we can help you get in touch with
that state coordinator so you can get started there.  

Let us know if you change your email address so that your record is up to date.  You can update your email
address in the CoCoRaHS database yourself by logging in and clicking on My Account in the top line menu. 
Click on Edit in the My Information box.  Make any corrections, then click save.  

Please also send a message to andrew.j.white@noaa.gov with the email change as well, so we can update your
address on our newsletter mailing list.  This list is maintained separately from the main CoCoRaHS database.

Andrew White (andrew.j.white@noaa.gov)
Kacie Hoover (kacie.hoover@noaa.gov)

Kyle Brown (kyle.brown@noaa.gov)
Beth Hall (bethhall@purdue.edu)

https://maillinks.purdue.edu/t/40328701/1541166634/85059456/0/1003102/?x=1247a0a4
https://maillinks.purdue.edu/t/40328701/1541166634/85059457/0/1003102/?x=2b51fce6
mailto:andrew.j.white@noaa.gov
mailto:andrew.j.white@noaa.gov
mailto:kacie.hoover@noaa.gov
mailto:kyle.brown@noaa.gov
mailto:bethhall@purdue.edu

