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What Did Receiving a Scholarship Mean to You?  

      International Agriculture Ambassadors  

Ten International Agriculture Ambassa-
dors will help promote study abroad,  
assist with international visitors, be a  
buddy to an international exchange  
student, and help bring global awareness. 
These ambassadors have studied abroad 
previously and have a passion for  
international activities. On the bottom of 
the following pages, meet some of the 
International Agriculture Ambassadors  
(Baily Altman, Abbey Amos, Kelly Beeker, 
Whitney Blankenberger, Jacquelyn 
Brown, Jared Burke, Tess Chamberlain, 
Melissa Galizio, Matthew Rodgers, and 
Jim Vinyard) by reading what a  
scholarship allowed them to do. 

Record numbers studied abroad this summer due to the 
óPurdue Movesô initiative giving students scholarships to 
study abroad, Purdue set a record for the number of  
students who studied abroad this summer. This summer, 
1,003 undergraduates will study in 123 programs in 42 
countries. "Studying abroad today is really a must as it 
expands studentsô educational experiences and better 
prepares them for careers in the global economy," said 
Purdue President Mitch Daniels. Purdue Agriculture  
students are studying abroad this summer in Brazil, 
France, Germany, Taiwan, England, Switzerland, Italy, 
Denmark, Sweden, Romania, Ireland, Colombia,  
Cameroon, Zambia, China, Dominican Republic, Jamaica, 
South Korea, Spain, Tanzania, Turks & Caicos Islands, 
and Canada.  

The Purdue Improved Crop  
Storage (PICS) project is starting 
Phase 3 with a grant for  
$10 million from the Bill and 
Melinda Gates Foundation.  
Dr. Larry Murdock, Professor of 
Entomology, created the  
technology that protects grain  
during storage. Before the  

hermetically sealed bags, weevils would destroy the 
crops. During this phase, PICS will expand the technology 
to other crops including corn, wheat, peanuts, pigeon pea, 
sorghum, and common bean. New countries will receive 
this technology to improve the quality of life. 

I'm currently a little over half way through a two week 
"Food, Wine, and Culture of Italy and  
Switzerland" maymester, and loving every second of it! 
We started in Switzerland, drove through the Alps  
mountain range to Italy, and then flew to the island of  
Sardinia. Even though we've been here less than two 
weeks, we've already had a chance to tour two vineyards 
and wineries, the Cadlier Chocolate Center of Excellence, 
rode in gondolas in the canals of Venice, attended a  
traditional Catholic Mass in Italian, explored ancient ruins 
that were over 3,000 years old, eaten a new flavor of 
gelato every day, and successfully ordered dinner in a  
restaurant where nothing was in English, just to name a 

few activities. Before this trip, I 
knew absolutely nothing about 
wine. But I was very interested 
in the viticulture industry and 
will be interning at a vineyard 
this summer, which is one of 
the reasons this trip stuck out 
to me over other maymesters. After doing numerous tours 
of vineyards and wineries, I'm more excited than ever 
about viticulture and am excited to see how American  
viticulture compares to Italian. So far this trip has been 
absolutely amazing and it makes me positive that I want to 
continue to study abroad in the future!  

Experiencing Food in Switzerland & Italy  

 Jacquelyn Brown ðAg Sales & marketing Sophomore  

Abbey Amos studying Agribusiness  
Management spent a semester in Australia 
at The University of Adelaide during the 
Spring 2014 term. ñReceiving a scholarship 
to study abroad gave my parents one less 
excuse to not let me go. With the scholarship 
money I was able to not only study in  
Australia, but also travel to a few places that 
I didn't think I would be able to go to before. 
My study abroad experience was absolutely 
amazing and unforgettable. I definitely think 
it will help me become more marketable to 
companies when searching for a job. I think 
that every student should study abroad and 
with the scholarship funding that Purdue is 
providing more students should take  
advantage of this life-changing opportunity.ò 

Purdue Improved   

           Crop Storage  
Record Numbers  

      Kara Hartman  



Kelly Beeker has a unique opportunity in France this  
summer. During her 8 week study abroad experience, she 
will create a promotional video about the Summer Study 
Abroad Program at Ecole dôIngenieurs de Purpan.  
Fourteen other Purdue students are studying abroad in 
Toulouse alongside Kelly. Kelly has the extra responsibility 
to use her experience and knowledge to create a video that 
will help promote the program to future students.  

ñThe best things in life are the people we love, the places 
we love, the places weôve been & the memories weôve 
made along the way.ò That statement is included on the 
cover picture of Kellyôs blog:  
http://kbeeker3.wordpress.com. Feel free to catch up and 
follow  Kelly during her experience. Below are some  
highlights from her blog.  

I have been pretty nervous the past two days but as takeoff 
begins I am surprisingly extremely calm. I love flying but itôs 
the leaving that is tough. Goodbyes (better known as ósee 
you latersô) are never easy but I know I will have people 
thinking about me and praying for me daily. Thatôs a pretty 
cool feeling! 

5 things you should know before your international flight 
from the mind of Kelly...#1 The food isnôt that badé#2 Your 
feet might swell...#3 Airports might not have free wifi and if 
they do it usually doesnôt work that great...#4 Have a pen in 
the bag you keep with you on the plane...#5 You will have 

the best people  
watching opportunities 
you have ever seen in 
your life. 

What I learned from  
being a tourist in  
Paris...#1 There are 
nice, compassionate, 
and helpful people no 
matter where you go in 

the world. #2 I am out of shape. #3 The Eiffel Tower isnôt as 
easy to find as you would expect. #4 The train system isnôt 
as scary as you would think. #5 Communication is hard.  
#6 Paris is HUGE. 

The residence is very interesting! When we arrived they 
handed us a big bag of food and gave us a bunch of  
information. I have my own room and bathroom, this  
combination has NEVER happened in my life so it is a little 
strange. There are different flats around the residence and 
each flat has 7 ñapartmentsò aka rooms and then the seven 

of us share a kitchen area. 

This is the only time I would 
willingly sit through class in 
the summertime. The first 
week of classes was a  
success! We have long days 
in the classroom but they go 
by really quickly. There really 
is no typical day for us. Some 
days consist of nothing but 
class and sometimes we go on tours or field trips! 

There is one word to describe hiking in the Pyrenees 
mountains: I-N-C-R-E-D-I-B-L-E! It wasnôt always easy and 
there were times I wanted to hit our professor for telling us 
it was going to be cold so we should wear pants (it was 
blazing). However, every stumble over a rock, drop of 
sweat, and other struggle was worth the view and  
experience. Plus, how many times can you say you had a 
snowball fight on a mountain? Uhhhhh not very many! 

Just like in elementary school, field trip days are the BEST 
days! Today we got up early and went to the famous 
French Roquefort. We visited a sheep farm that provides 
milk for Societe, a cheese company. We then traveled from 
the farm to the actual maturing cellars in caves. 

For the first 2 weeks all of the students in the program  
attended the same agriculture lectures. French lessons we 
are divided into small groups based on our skills (aka Iôm in 
the lowest level). For these next 2 weeks we are divided 
into our concentrations. You get to pick between the  
viticulture and food & agriculture programs. I will be taking 
the food & agriculture courses. However, since I am a  
special case and making the video I get to select which of 
the different field trips I want to attend so I kind of get the 
best of both worlds. Itôs very possible I am the luckiest girl 
in the entire world! 

This weekend was F°te de la Musique in France. This is a 
nationwide music festival and it is the only time musicians 
can play along the streets. Cities all over France become a 
big music party and restaurants sell their food at booths 
along the street. 

Another small highlight of the weekend was that I found 
some Dr. Pepper. Iôve been missing that stuff and thatôs the 
first I have seen it here! It really is the little things that can 
make you feel like you are more at home. It wasnôt exactly 
the same taste as in the States but it tastes like home to 
me! 

Tour de France  

      Kelly Beeker ðAgribusiness Marketing & Communications Junior  

Jim Vinyard is an Animal Science Junior who studied abroad this summer to Romania for a 
short term service learning course. ñThe study abroad scholarship was such an important 
thing for me.  It meant that I could travel to an amazing country with a great group of people 
with an amazing program without having to worry about the finances behind it. It took so much 

of the stress out of traveling, which meant I could enjoy the trip that much more. The  
scholarship helped to peak my interest in travel and by helping with the financial aspect of my 
trip so much, I may be able to go on another study abroad trip at some point in the future!ò 

What Did Receiving a Scholarship Mean to You?  



Living Life in Uganda  

      Ben Orebaugh  

Ben Orebaugh, a Purdue graduate who majored in Soil and 
Crop Management, Department of Agronomy, is working 
and living in Uganda. He began working with Nasecoð
1996 Ltd, the first private seed company engaged in the 
business of processing, packaging and disseminating  
improved seeds in Uganda with the aim of building a stable 
and trustful distribution of quality inputs for the agricultural 
sector.  

During Benôs college career, he studied abroad for one  
semester in 1997 at the University of New England,  
Armidale, New England in Australia which sparked his  
interest in international activities. After graduation Ben 
worked for Beckôs Hybrids from 1999 to 2012.  He moved 

to Rwanda in June 
2012 working with 
Procom Rwanda.  In 
September 2013 he 
moved to Uganda to 
work with Naseco 
and is utilizing his 
expertise and 
knowledge to make 
a huge difference in 
the lives of its  
citizens.  

Following is an  
excerpt of a message Ben sent to family and friends. 

The end of January and beginning of February back here in 
Uganda were busy with harvesting sorghum and corn  
research test plots around the country.  Then followed seed 
processing for the next season planting. 

Both research and production were busy getting ready for 
planting on time in early March and also busy in delivering 
needed seeds for processing and foundation.  This seed 
then made its final destination into the hands of our farmer 
customers and outgrowers. 

This past sales season for Naseco (mid Feb - mid April) 
found us completely sold out of seed!  Ugandan farmers 
are seeing the benefits of improved quality seeds and 
maize hybrids and are quickly increasing demand for our 
products.  We now have the challenge (a good one) to  

increase  
production in 
order to meet 
the demand 
we expect 
again next 
planting  
season.  With this said,  Naseco has invested in more seed 
production equipment to increase quality and quantity of 
supplying seeds.  Another investment has been at the seed  
processing facility to help handle and process more seeds 
in a timely manner.  With two growing seasons there is a 
short turnaround time here between harvesting our  
production, bringing in seed from growers and getting all 
seeds processed, packaged and delivered to agro dealers 
and farmers.....a logistical challenge! 

In our efforts to build a research team, one of my main  
responsibilities, I am happy to say we are off to a good 
start.  I have six full time research employees and six  
part-time/casual workers.  We are on our way to building a 
research department that will be key to develop, test and 
bring better seeds to Ugandan and East African  
farmers.  Currently we are hand pollinating our maize 
breeding projects in an effort to develop new genetics that 
will be future varieties and hybrids for our customers.  The 
company is growing and at the present we are building a 
new research office and work area.  We have an  
aggressive and forward thinking Director, Nicolai, who is 
originally from Belgium but has spent 15 years in Uganda 
and calls this home.  It's not been easy but Nicolai has  
persevered through much to build one of the first and best 
seed companies here in Uganda.  Much more work to do 
but the foundation is built.  

Personally I am enjoying the life and work here.  Although 
rural Ugandan living is quiet and things tend to move  
slower than I would sometimes like, I seem to deal with it 
and enjoy various aspects.  And if nothing else, I bring 
some level of entertainment value to the local children and 
give folks something to talk about..."What is the mzungu 
doing living out here?"  The Lord continues to bless and 
allows me to use my passions and gifts (given by Him) to 
carry on work and life here....and I am grateful to be  
learning and experiencing many new things along the way! 

Current Ugandan Research Team (Maize  
Pollinating for Hybrid Development) 

Ben poses with some past Rwandan farm co-workers. 

Whitney Blankenberger  
studied abroad in Ireland for 
a semester. She is a Junior 
studying Animal Science. ñI 
am so thankful I received a 
study abroad scholarship. It 
helped offset the many costs 
of my trip and allowed me to 
take full advantage of my 
time abroad. I was able to 
see and do things I never 
thought I would be able to!ñ 

Matthew Rodgers, a Senior studying Landscape Architecture 
spent a semester at Leeds Metropolitan University in  
England. "Studying outside of the United States is a massive 
opportunity that can be hampered by many fine details. Lucki-
ly, I was able to receive a scholarship through the College of 
Agriculture as well as a grant from President Daniels. Both of 
these have helped me to not only make my way across the 
ocean, but have also helped me to make my way back home 
with less debt than I expected. While the knowledge,  
friendship and experience I have gained are priceless, they all 
came at a cost and I am so grateful that Purdue was there to 
guide my time and support me financially." 

What Did Receiving a Scholarship Mean to You?  


