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For 2024, we combined the Tenure, Ownership, and Transition of Agricultural Land (TOTAL) survey

with the Agricultural Resource Management Survey (ARMS) to more easily gather information on

land ownership, production, practices, and economic well-being of America’s farm households. This
information is used by farm groups, agribusiness, Congress, the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA),
and others who make decisions that shape the landscape of U.S. Agriculture.

As part of the Census of Agriculture program, TOTAL is mandatory by law (U.S. Title 7, U.S. Code and
CIPSEA, Public Law 107-347). These same laws guarantee complete confidentiality of your responses.
The report cannot be used for purposes of taxation, investigation or regulation. The privacy of individual
Census records is also protected from disclosure through the Freedom of Information Act.

Some of the key uses of TOTAL and ARMS include:

B The Risk Management Agency uses ARMS data
to understand levels of farm income and risk
management tools used by farmers.

® The Cooperative Extension System uses ARMS-
based data about farm sizes and types to better
target farmer education programs.

m ARMS data underpin USDA’s estimates of net farm
income and demonstrate agriculture’s contribution
to the gross domestic product.

®m When considering Federal disaster assistance for
producers, policymakers rely on ARMS as a source of
baseline data.

m ARMS provides annual cost-of-production
estimates required by Congress for more than
15 commodities covered under farm-support
legislation.

u TOTAL is the only data source that offers an
operator-landowner perspective on the use of debt
financing in U.S. agriculture.

m TOTAL will provide information needed to
project and understand trends and impacts in land
transfers in the next twenty years.

m TOTAL data on lease arrangements and lease
structure will play an important role in how
government commodity programs affect farm
production and returns.

u TOTAL will provide the only comprehensive
source of demographic information of farmland
owners in the United States.

u TOTAL results will help determine the appropriate
incentives and potential benefits of land-based
environmental policies.




