
2023 ARMS III
Screening and Face Page



Survey Procedures

•Become familiar with the questionnaire
•Reduces respondent burden
•Makes enumeration faster and easier
•Allows for accurate data collection

•Use a black lead pencil to record data

•Pay attention to units and decimals



Survey Procedures

•Comments!
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Initial Contact

•Try to make contact with the operator

•Visit operators early in the survey period to set appointments (call 
only as a last resort)
•Explain survey purpose and importance
•Explain scope of the interview
•Mention having their farm records available will make the survey go 

faster



Initial Contact

•Verify names and addresses of target and partners

• Is the operation in business?

•Complete smaller surveys, if available.



Interviewing

•Probing should be used to verify unusual data or to correct mis-
reported data.

•Probes should be “neutral”.

• If you fail to probe, it may seem like accuracy is not important.



Interviewing

•Develop an introduction with which you are comfortable. 
•Tailor it to the type of operation

•All data is confidential and used only in making state, regional, and 
national estimates.



Screening

•Screening Surveys

• List records – ARMS Phase 1/Integrated Screening Survey (ISS)

•Area records – June Area

•Previously Reported Data (PRD) was used to reduce respondent 
burden



Labels

• List frame IDs
• 2 digit state code
• 9 digit POID number

• Begin with 3, 7, 8, or 9

• Area record IDs
• 2 digit state code
• 9 digit POID number

• Begin with a 1



Partner Label
• All known partners pre-printed

• Verify Partner Information 

– Put a ‘1’ in cell 0009 (at the bottom of the face 
page) anytime an update is made to any phone 
#, address, or partner.

Radar O’Reilly

1484 STATE HWY 99

WHEREVER      XX      99999 123-111-6540



Face Page & Screening

• If a problem exists with any information collected during Phase 1/ISS, 
complete a Screening Supplement.

• If an operation was in business for any part of 2023, you will complete 
a questionnaire for the part of the year it was in business.

•For managed operations, the hired manager can change.  You could 
contact a new hired manager to collect data for the operation listed 
on the face page.



Screening Supplement

•Used to determine if an operation should complete an ARMS III, if 
there are doubts about who is operating.



Screening Supplement
• Questions 1-4,  at least 

one of the questions was 
answered YES:

•  Complete ARMS 
3 survey

• Questions 1-4, all are 
answered NO:

• Complete 
Screening Form

• Do Not complete 
ARMS 3 Survey



Screening Supplement, OOB

1. OOB Records should 
be submitted on iPad.

2. Enumerator MUST 
Complete the OOB Form.

3. OOB Form & Screener 
must be sent to MI Office.
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