
NASS Survey Training

June Area Introduction and Purpose



Introduction
NASS is responsible for preparing State and National crop and 
livestock estimates.



Introduction

The June Area Survey is one of the largest annual 
NASS survey projects that provides significant 
utility for the entire NASS survey program.
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Introduction
• Benefits from the June Surveys:

• Farm supply firms rely heavily on statistics

• Reliable reports help serve farmer needs

• Places farmers on equal footing



June Area Survey Impacts

1. Measures the incompleteness of the NASS List Sampling 
Frame (LSF).

2. Collects data on crop acreage, grain stocks, livestock 
inventory, ag labor, land values, farm type, value of sales, 
demographics, and computer usage.

3. Data reported by tract operators who are not overlapped 
(NOL) with the LSF form the basis of samples for follow-on 
surveys (Cattle Inventory, Sheep and Goat Report, Agricultural 
Labor, Hog Report, Agricultural Surveys, ARMS 3).



The List Sampling Frame (LSF)

NASS maintains a list of 
farmers, partners, and 
other associated names 
with agricultural 
operations as part of the 
“List Sampling Frame”, 
(or LSF). We also call this 
the “List” for short.

BUGS BUNNY
2 RABBIT LANE
CORPUS CRISTI, TX

SYLVESTER CAT 
123 MAIN ST 
EL PASO, TX

DAFFY DUCK
234 DUCK POND RD 
LUBBOCK, TX

TWEETY BIRD
321 BRICKHOUSE RD 
BEAUMONT, TX



The List Sampling Frame (LSF)

Attached to each record in the 
List is a set of “control data”, 
which indicate basic 
information about the 
operation, such as total 
cropland, crops recently 
produced, livestock inventory, 
approximate value of sales, etc.



The List Sampling Frame (LSF)

• Biggest strengths of a well-maintained List:
• Data collection is relatively inexpensive.

• Can target specific or rare commodities.

• Stratified Random Sampling



The List Sampling Frame (LSF)

• Biggest challenges to the List are that:
• Incomplete

• Constantly changing

• Requires ongoing maintenance

• Expensive to maintain
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Segments, Tracts and the Area Frame
The June Area Survey is different as we’re sampling plots of
land and analyzing the land use.

Break selected PSU down into sampling units

Counties

Select PSU’s



Agtown, US

103001

1 of 1

Agtown, US 

103001

Total Seg Acres 600 

JAS YEAR

SCALE = 8” PER MILE



Segments, Tracts and the Area Frame
Biggest Challenges to Area Frame Enumeration:

• Enumeration is very expensive

• Difficult to sample for specialty crops

• Lack of good boundaries



Segments, Tracts and the Area Frame

The June Area Survey is 
essentially a “scavenger 
hunt” in which we find all 
agricultural activity within 
each segment that meets 
the NASS definition of a 
farm.



Segments, Tracts and the Area Frame

Each Segment will be marked by a 6-digit number, which will 
incorporate the year it rotated into the sample.

Alfalfa, OK 
101067
1 of 1

Craig, OK
191307
1 of 1



Segments, Tracts and the Area Frame

A Tract is a parcel of land 
under one operating 
arrangement. Tract 
Boundaries are drawn in 
BLUE pencil (on aerial 
photo) and represented 
by LETTERS. A C

D
B

E



Segments, Tracts and the Area Frame

Non-Agricultural Tracts include areas 
of land with no agricultural activity.
Non-Ag Tracts totaled 40,838 tracts 
nationwide (about 50%).

An Agricultural Tract is any operating 
arrangement with land in the 
segment boundary that has the 
potential to qualify as a farm.



Segments, Tracts and the Area Frame

PIGA Tracts are Public, Industrial or 
Grazing Association land which does 
not meet the definition of Land in 
Farms.

Found only in western states: AZ, CA, 
CO, ID, KS, MT, NE, NV, NM, ND, OK, 
OR, SD, TX, UT, WA, and WY



NASS’s Farm Definition

“Any establishment 
from which $1,000 or 
more of agricultural 
products were sold or 
would normally be 
sold during the year.”



June Area Takeaway

• Builds the important multi-framed estimates

• Creates supplemental samples for follow-on surveys

• Provides ground truth

• Provides snapshot of reality


