
Introduction to Pre-Screening



Screening/Pre-Screening

Pre-Screening allows us 
to identify operators in 
a segment before June 
data collection starts.



Why Pre-Screen?

Identify segment 
boundaries, segment 
layout, non-
agricultural areas 
within the segment, 
and the names and 
addresses of possible 
contacts.



Screening/Pre-Screening

• There must be a completed row 
on the screening form for each 
tract identified on the aerial 
photo. 

• Even Segments that are entirely 
non-ag will still require at least 
one tract letter and one contact 
name.

xx



How to Pre-Screen
• Locate the segment using maps

• Research and gain knowledge of the segment

• Determine what is in the segment



Other Tools Available

• FSA Maps and Listings

• Corelogic Listings

• Helpful respondents within the segment

• Internet based resources

• Observation notes

• Your Supervisor

• Your NASDA Coordinator

• The Regional Field Office



Pre-Screening Resources

FSA CLU Maps

State
County



Pre-Screening Resources

FSA Names 
and addresses



Pre-Screening Resources
Corelogic
Parcel Map

State
County

Center Of Segment



Driving Around Segment

• Driving around a segment allows enumerators to acquaint 
themselves with the segment
• Complete prior to phoning potential segment operators

• Observe landmarks

• Familiarize enumerator with segment

• Observe/confirm non-ag

• Protecting enumerators and respondents is a primary 
concern



Enumerator Guidelines
• Plan routes efficiently

• Use all available resources (Google Earth, paper maps, etc.) to ensure 
travels are completed with cost efficiencies in mind

• Limit exposure/contact with others
• Do not get out of the car to talk to anyone

• Do not visit any USDA Service Centers, County Assessor Offices, or any 
other offices or businesses for the purpose of identifying operators

• Utilize PPE
• Wear a mask if stopping at a gas station or restaurant

• Wash hands thoroughly or use hand sanitizer after visit and outside 
contact



Enumerator Guidelines

• Pull over to jot down notes
• Note landmarks and road names that could help with identifying tracts 

operated over the phone

• Document Non-Ag tracts with good descriptions

• Take note of agricultural production (Ex. the wheat field, the corn stubble, 
etc.)

• Note any landmarks within the tracts (Ex. Ditches, tree lines, waterways, etc.)

• May need to note addresses on mailboxes or houses



What to bring
when hitting the road

• The manual tells you to bring…
• State Highway Map

• County highway map showing segment locations

• Area Screening Forms for one or more segments

• Aerial photographs (with segment boundaries in red)

• Extra blank screening forms

• Clipboard (with a plastic cover)

• Acreage grid

• Special blue photo markers for marking photos

• Your iPad



What to bring
when hitting the road

• Things to keep in the car
• NASDA Sign for your windshield

• Boots/Raincoat

• Extra pens and sharpened pencils

• Pockets/Pocket Protector

• Pencil Sharpener

• Highway Map

• Interviewer’s Manual

• NASDA Employee Handbook



What to bring
when hitting the road

• As you leave, have with you…
• Appropriate clothing for the weather

• Food, snacks, and water

• Money and/or credit card

• Cell phone (if you have one)

• Name Tag and NASDA ID

• Time Sheets (proof for if you have an accident)



What to bring 
when hitting the road

• Plan your route before you leave your home, with alternatives

• Leave a note saying where you might be going (general location, not 
specific operations) and when you expect to return

• Keep track of your odometer reading for mileage


