
New Segments: Identifying the Operator, Assigning Tract
Letters & Completing the Screening Form



New Segments

• First year in the sample

• Have not been enumerated 
before

• Drive to the segment

• Make notes of your 
observations

• Do not record any PII on aerial 
photos.



Info will be preprinted on 
the questionnaire.

X X Y Y Y Y S S S S S S

1 1

KNOX 

083

SURVEY CODE: 4444-5555-6666







Getting the Correct Operator

• Operator:

• The person responsible for all or most of the day-to-day decisions 
such as planting, harvesting, feeding, or marketing for the tract or 
total land operated. The operator could be the owner, hired 
manager, cash tenant, share tenant or a partnership. If land is 
rented or worked on shares, the tenant or renter is the operator.



Getting the Correct Operator

• Rental agreements:

• Regardless of how rent is paid (free, cash, share of the crop), the 
person that is renting the land and deciding what is planted is the 
operator.



Getting the Correct Operator

• Common problems that have occurred:

• Name recorded is a landlord

• Name recorded is retired

• Missing operation details such as operation name and partners

If we don’t get the correct tract operator recorded in June, we’re
stuck with having the wrong name on the record for an entire year.



Getting the Correct Operator
• Take time to pre-screen thoroughly:

• Verify the correct name spellings

• Record a middle initial

• Verify addresses and phone numbers

• Obtain names of partners
• A partnership is where two or more persons contribute some 

combination of land, labor, capital, equipment, materials, 

and management. Each person participates in day-to-day 

management decisions and shares in profits or losses, but 

not necessarily on an equal basis.



Getting the Correct Operator

• Sometimes we just don’t know.

• Not everyone can be contacted

• Errors do happen

• Operators can refuse or be inaccessible

• Observations are necessary

• Special and unique situations arise

• Good judgement and common sense must be used

• Do your best with the information you have and make notes



Assigning Tract Letters

• Once the operator has been 
identified for a piece of land in 
the segment:

(1) Draw the boundary of the land 
operated on the segment, on
the aerial photo.

(2) Assign letters alphabetically, 
starting with ‘A’ as you identify 
operators.

A



Assigning Tract Letters

• Once the operator has been
identified for a piece of land
in the segment:

(3) Record the tract letter, 

operator’s name and contact 

information on the

Screening Form.

A

Joe Operator 
111 – 111th St
Anytown, XX 55555
555-111-1111



Assigning Tract Letters

• Assign tract letters A, B, C, etc., 
in order, as you identify 
operators

• Do not skip any letters

• If all 26 letters are used, start 
using double letters: AA, BB, 
CC, etc.

• We cannot have more than 99 
tracts in a single segments 
(Tract UUUU)



Assigning Tract Letters

• Tract letters that may be 
confused for others such as
• N and Z

• M and W

• I and H

Should be underlined



Half Acre Rule

• For residential areas, use the Half Acre Rule:

Visible Ag Activity No Visible Ag Activity

Half (½) Acre or Less • Assign tract letter
• Complete tract 

questionnaire

• Assume non-ag tract

More than Half (1/2) 
Acre

• Assign tract letter
• Complete tract

questionnaire

• Interview operator 
and complete 
Screening Form



Completing the Screening Form

A
Joe Operator 
111 – 111th St
Anytown, XX 55555
555-111-1111

year?

of next



Completing the Screening Form

year?

of next



Completing the Screening Form
• Column 20 – Does this tract have potential for agriculture?

• Consider:
• Ask respondent if they intend to have agriculture in the

next year. If no respondent is available, use your best judgment.

• Could a crop be seeded without having to improve or

clear the land?

• Is there a greenhouse or grain storage bin on the property?
• Is there a fenced pasture, barn, pen, hog building, chicken 

house, or any other sign of potential for livestock?

• Non-Ag Tracts coded to have a potential for agriculture 

MOST LIKELY will be sampled for all follow-on surveys 

such as the Ag Survey, Cattle, Sheep, Hogs, and Labor



Completing the Screening Form



Completing the Screening Form



A

B

C

D

E

Joe Operator 
111 – 111th St
Anytown, XX 55555
555-111-1111

Wayne Farmer
112 Main St
Anytown, XX 55555
555- 222 2222

Sally Rancher 
456 112th St
Anytown, XX 55555
555-444-4444

John Farmer 
789 Main St
Anytown, XX 55555
555-111-3333

Bob Builder 
123 – 111th St
Anytown, XX 5555
555-555-1111



Completing the Screening Form
• Special Situations

• Federal Public Land (Forest Service)

• Non-Federal Public Land

• Industrial Land

• Grazing Associations

• Institutional Farms

• Ag Businesses

• Out-of-state operations

• Boundaries of segment not identifiable.
• Boundaries of segment on aerial photo and county map do not

agree.

• Segment boundaries extend into a neighboring state/county

• Segment boundary cuts through a field.



If you have questions, review the Interviewer’s Manual
or reach out to your supervisor.

Thank you for all that you do!


