
Purpose of Objective Yield Survey



Setting Crop Production Estimates

1.Grower Reported Survey (Subjective)

2.Actual Counts and Measurements 
(Objective)



Crop Production Forecasts

Survey Results are Published Monthly by USDA



Farmers Benefit from This Information

Marketing strategies
• Forward Contracts?
• Hedge on Futures 

Markets?
• Sell on Cash Market?
Farm Business Practices
• Evaluate expected 

prices
• Determine when and 

how to market their 
crops.

• On-farm or off-farm 
storage

• Changing Intended 
usage



• Agribusinesses

• Legislators

• USDA Agencies

• Other Stakeholders

Who Uses the Data?



Benefits of Objective Yield Surveys

• Scientifically Designed Procedures

• Counts and Measurements after emergence 
and before maturity

• Accuracy depends upon your efforts



The Objective Yield Survey Provides:

1.Changes in 
acreage 
intended for 
harvest

2.Counts and 
measurements 
on the crops

3.Counts and 
weight of 
corn/soybeans 
left in the field 



Big Picture: What we do

• Monitor sample fields 
during the growing season.  

• Collect data  on plant count, 
grain count and weight

• Publish results monthly



States in the Objective Yield Program

CORN
• Illinois, Indiana, 

Iowa, Kansas, 
Minnesota, Missouri, 
Nebraska, Ohio, 
South Dakota, and 
Wisconsin.

SOYBEANS
• Arkansas, Illinois, 

Indiana, Iowa, 
Kansas, Minnesota, 
Missouri, Nebraska, 
Ohio, North Dakota, 
and South Dakota



Sample Sizes

U.S.: 

• 1,560 Corn Samples

• 1,530 Soybean Samples

Indiana:

• 100 Corn Samples 

• 130 Soybean Samples

Ohio:

• 140 Corn Samples 

• 150 Soybean Samples


