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CONGRATULATIONS TO… 
 

Dr. Clint Chapple, Distinguished Professor of Biochemistry, attended 
the 160th Annual Meeting of the National Academy of Sciences in 
Washington DC, where he signed the Registry of Membership as a 
new member of the National Academy of Sciences.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Dr. Natalia Dudareva, Distinguished Professor of Biochemistry, has 

been named a Fellow of the American Society of Plant Biology. This 
award is granted in recognition of distinguished and long-term 
contributions to plant biology and service to the Society in areas that 
include research, education, mentoring, outreach, and professional and 
public service.  
 
 
 

 
Dr. Jim Forney, Professor, was chosen by the IU School of Medicine 
Class of 2023 for the Outstanding Teaching of Basic Science Award for 
the West Lafayette campus, (2nd year in a row!). This award recognizes 
outstanding contributions to the class of 2023 to help make them 
knowledgeable and compassionate physicians.    
 
 
 
 



Dr. Seema Mattoo, Associate Professor of Biological Sciences, courtesy 
appointment in Biochemistry, received the College of Science Leadership 
Award. The award recognizes leadership in CoS departments and units. 
Demonstrates initiative, and innovation, and provides leadership within the 
department. Encourages and motivates by example, the development of 
other staff members and serves as a mentor and resource person. 
Promotes a welcoming and positive environment for all faculty, staff, 
students, and visitors. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Dr. Hana Hall received a Showalter Trust Research Award for her 
proposal “m6A as a regulator of R-loop homeostasis and genome 
stability in Alzheimer’s disease”.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Stellar performances by Biochemistry graduate students land top prizes at the 8th Annual 
Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Biomolecular Galaxy. Congratulations to Isaiah Mensah (Dr. Gowher’s 
lab) who took first place out of 15 presentations in the oral presentation category and to Sydney 
Beechboard (Dr. Mesecar’s lab) and Sarah Stanhope (Dr. Vikki Weake’s lab) who tied for first place 
out of 51 posters!  With only one award plaque to give out, an intergalactic battle of paper-rock-
scissors broke out between Sarah and Sydney in front of the audience. Though Sydney emerged 
victorious with the infamous paper-covering rock maneuver, Sarah's plaque will be beamed down to 
her soon.  (Pictured: Left; Isaiah Mensah middle; Sarah Stanhope right; Sydney Beechboard).  – by 
Andy Mesecar 
 
For more information on this year’s symposium, see; 
https://purduegalaxy.science.purdue.edu/2023/about/About%20the%20Symposium.html 
 

https://purduegalaxy.science.purdue.edu/2023/about/About%20the%20Symposium.html


 
 

DEPARTMENT AWARDS… 

 
Congratulations to our department award recipients! In April the department gathered in person for 
the annual awards ceremony. Click the link below to see all the award winners.  
 
Biochemistry Awards 2023.pdf 
 

GOING THE EXTRA MILE… 

 
Dr. Natalia Dudareva, Distinguished Professor, gave an invited talk at the Department of Botany and 
Plant Sciences, UC-Riverside on April 26th, titled "Sense of Smell: Plant Volatile Emission, 
Perception, and Beyond".  
 
She also gave a talk to the Scripps Institution of Oceanography at the Natural Products Affinity Group 
(NPAG), a joint seminar between Salk Institute, UC San Diego, and Scripps Institution of 
Oceanography, on April 28th titled “Perception of Volatiles: The Lessen from Nature”. 
 

Dr. Humi Gowher, Associate Professor, traveled to the University of California, Riverside to give a 

seminar titled "Regulation of DNMT Activity in Development and Disease" on May 2, 2023. 
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