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Sportfishing

The Level 1 Sportfishing manual, Take the Bait, is 
intended for youth in grades 3-5. This manual in-
troduces some basic sportfishing concepts and ter-

minology through four chapters: Angling Skills; Tackle 
Skills; Aquatic Ecology, and People and Fish. The Level 
2 & 3 Sportfishing manuals have similar topics with the 
addition of  Tackle Crafting.

Indiana 4-H Sportfishing manuals
(Order from Purdue’s The Education Store,                              	

	 www.the-education-store.com) 

q	Take the Bait, BU-07598
q	Reel in the Fun, BU-07599
q	Cast Into the Future, BU-07600
q	Sportfishing Helper’s Guide, BU-07601

Invited Speakers Suggestions
There may be local people who enjoy fishing and intro-

ducing youth to this sport but they may be difficult to 
find. We recommend that you ask around. 

Resources
q	Indiana 4-H Sportfishing webpage:  

www.four-h.purdue.edu/natural_resources/, click 
on Sportfishing 

q	IDNR Education Programs (GoFish IN),  
http://www.in.gov/dnr/fishwild/7545.htm

Activities
The following activities were selected from the Indiana 4-H Sportfishing Level I manual to introduce fish and fishing 

to your 4-H Natural Resources club. This manual was written using the Experiential Learning model. We recommend 
that you allow youth to do the activity (experience) as suggested in the manual, giving help as needed. Be sure to 
discuss the Sharing Fish Tales section (share, apply, and generalize). The Fishing Deeper section has suggestion s for 
helping youth learn more. Answers are given in the Sportfishing Helper’s Guide. 

Pages Activity Suggestions Materials Needed Time
(min.)

Pop Can Casting

10-11
Youth learn how to make and cast a pop can fishing rig. 
The “plastic casting plug” is also called the weight and 
can be made of  anything that can be tied to the fishing 
line (e.g., cat toy, washer) and won’t hurt the floor.

Pop can, fishing line, casting weight, 
tape, bucket, and score sheet 20-30 

Tackling Tackle
16-17 Youth learn about different types of  tackle by matching 

pictures to their name and description.
Copy of  page 16 for each youth 15 

Fishy Baits

24-25
Youth brainstorm to list different types of  fish bait 
(natural, prepared, and artificial flies). If  youth in your 
group have not fished before this activity will probably 
be more successful with the help of  a local fisherman 
and/or bait examples.

Copy of  page 24 for each 4-H mem-
ber or a flip chart for responses. 20 

Which Fish Is It?

28-29
Youth complete a crossword puzzle to help them iden-
tify different fish. The fish species listed on page 29 can 
be used if  youth need assistance (either post of  make 
copies for each youth.

Copies of  page 28 for each youth. 
15 
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